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Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland Awards for Year 2014: Tim Odlum

The Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland (IHAI) Awards were presented on Wednesday (11th
February) at a function in ESB Head Office. The event, sponsored by ESB, was hosted by Jim
Dollard, Executive Director Business Services Centre & Electric Ireland and the guest of Honour
was Larry O’Toole, Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin.
Speaking at the event the Deputy Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin, Larry O’ Toole, stated: “As
Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin I wish to commend the IHAI, an all-Ireland body, for the work you
are undertaking in promoting and safeguarding industrial heritage. This is a very special milestone
for all the Award Winners who are being recognised this evening;
•
•
•
•

The Irish Agricultural Museum in Johnstown, Co. Wexford a true National Treasure,
The Railway Preservation Society of Ireland for their outstanding leadership role in
promoting all aspects of the history and heritage of railways on an all-Ireland basis for the last
fifty years
Rob Goodbody for his outstanding publications on many aspects of Industrial Heritage
including his latest publication Dublin 1756-1847 in the of Irish Historic Towns Atlas Series
Volume 26 and, last, but not least,
William Hogg, a very distinguished Industrial Archaeologist, who is being recognised with a
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Brendan Delany, President of IHAI commented that: ‘IHAI are delighted with the sponsorship of
these Awards from ESB which seek to give recognition to individuals and organisations who have
made an outstanding contribution to promoting and safeguarding industrial heritage on an allIreland basis. It is important that we both recognise and celebrate achievement’.
In his welcoming address Jim Dollard, Executive Director Business Services Centre & Electric
Ireland stated; ‘IHAI was created by people of vision and commitment and the fruits of your earlier
efforts are now slowly but surely creating an awareness of our rich past. The approach you are
taking to progressing your aims is to be admired. Essentially it seems to me, that your
organisation is trying to foster and develop connections between different sectors, diverse
professional organisations and voluntary groups and this is actively forging a consensus that we
should not only have a sense of shared ownership for our past but it is something we strive to
safeguard and celebrate.’
The recipients of the Awards were:
Best Museum/Industrial Heritage Site: Irish Agricultural Museum in Johnstown, Co. Wexford.
Widely acclaimed as being one of the best and most important agricultural museums in Ireland,
and the UK, with a wonderful collection of farming equipment and machinery and also with an
important collection of rural domestic objects.
Outstanding Leadership Award: RPSI – Railway Preservation Society of Ireland.
RPSI is an Irish railway preservation group operating throughout Ireland. It was founded in 1964.
The society has its headquarters at Whitehead, County Antrim, and a base at Mullingar, County
Westmeath. Restoration work is also carried out in the Dublin area. The Society's founder
members still perform regular maintenance tasks and undertake full engine restorations. They are
joined regularly by new volunteers who assist in tasks from boiler repair to carriage painting.
Volunteers are always welcome. The Society organises excursion trains which run throughout the
year, primarily at weekends, from both Dublin and Belfast. An operational set of vintage carriages
is kept both at Whitehead and in Dublin for these purposes. These trains are frequently packed to
capacity, and advance booking is recommended.
Best Publication Award: Rob Goodbody.
Worked as Planner with local authorities in London and Dublin, 1974 to 2003 and as a Historic
building consultant since 2003. His Publications include:
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Dublin 1756-1857 Irish Historic Atlas No 26 (Royal Irish Academy in association with Dublin City
Council 2014); Bloomfield: A History Bloomfield Care Centre 1812-2012 - providing care for 200
years (Ashfield Press, 2012 with co-authors Glynn Douglas, Alice Mauger & John Davey); ‘Bridging
the History of Meath’, Seanda, issue 7. 2012.;The Martello Towers of Dublin (Dun LaoghaireRathdown County Council and Fingal County Council,July 2012) with co-authors: , Jason Bolton,
Tim Carey & Gerry Clabby; The Metals - from Dalkey To Dun Laoghaire A history and description
of the railway that brought the granite for the building of Dun Laoghaire Harbour in the nineteenth
century (Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, 2010); On the Borders of the Pale - A history
of the Kilgobbin, Stepaside and Sandyford area (Pale Publishing, 1993).
Lifetime Achievement Award:

William Hogg

William Hogg has earned a reputation as one of Ireland’s leading experts on Industrial Heritage
and Archaeology. He is a Past President & Honorary Archivist of the Mills & Millers Association of
Ireland. He is regarded as one of Ireland’s leading experts on milling in Ireland completing and
documenting an extremely comprehensive Inventory of Irish Mills from 1850 onwards. He has
updated and recorded additional information on the inventory as new information and research has
been uncovered. He has provided advice on many aspects of industrial heritage and has always
been highly regarded by his peers for his generosity in sharing his knowledge, expertise and
experience.

Board of Directors Report 2014-2015: Ron Cox

The 2014 AGM was held at The Steam Museum, Straffan, Co.Kildare on 26 April 2014, attended by
24 members. The Board met briefly following the AGM and on seven further occasions during the
year. There were also a number of informal meetings of the various working groups chaired in
each case by a member of the Board.
The advice of the IHAI was sought during the session on a number of heritage, conservation and
archival issues. It had previously been agreed that the Board’s advice should be that, where
possible, sites under threat should be subject to a structural survey and photographic record prior
to any intervention being considered.
Membership currently stands at 4 corporate, 9 heritage, and 110 individual members, of whom 2
are honorary members and 54 take advantage of the concessionary rate for senior citizens. 3 new
members joined during the period and 2 members chose not to renew their membership.
Membership income was of the order of €3000 for the year ended 31 December 2014. Invitations
to renew membership were sent out early in the current calendar year and those who have not yet
renewed their membership for 2015 have been invited to do so as soon as possible.
The IHAI continues to maintain international links through its Corporate Membership of TICCIH
(The International Committee for the Conservation of Industrial Heritage), through individual
membership of ICOMOS (the International Committee of Monuments and Sites) and by our
Associate Membership of the AIA (Association for Industrial Archaeology).
Reviews of our various events during the year were included in the newsletters and our thanks go
to the organizers and to those who hosted visits to industrial heritage and other sites of interest.
The following events were held during the period covered by this report:
On the 10th May 2014, 36 persons attended the Railways & Industries conference at Dundalk, in
addition to the five speakers. It is hoped that some of the presented papers will be published,
possibly in a journal which is under consideration.
On the 12th July, 27 persons took part in a guided tour of the ESB Pumped Storage Scheme at
Turlough Hill near Glendalough.
After much effort on the part of James Davidson, it was regrettable found necessary to cancel the
proposed visit to Londonderry & District, due to a lack of interest by members.
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On 18th October, a total of 25 members and 5 guests visited the National Maritime Museum at Dun
Laoghaire, following which a tour of Dun Laoghaire Harbour and associated railway infrastructure
was conducted by Rob Goodbody.
A Film Evening followed on 5th November, but this did not prove popular with members, the
audience being a meagre 12 persons.
The last event during the period under review was the presentation of Industrial Heritage Awards
for 2014 on the evening of 11 February 2015, again very kindly sponsored by the ESB. The awards
were presented at a function in ESB Head Office hosted by Jim Dollard, Executive Director
Business Services Centre & Electric Ireland, the guest of Honour being Larry O’Toole, Deputy Lord
Mayor of Dublin. (For a list of the individual awards see summary by Tim Odlum above). The IHAI
is indebted to the ESB for the continuance of these awards, which have been very well received by
the industrial heritage community and the wider public in Ireland.
Work has continued on the establishment and maintenance of an industrial heritage archive of
printed material, currently housed at the Irish Architectural Archive in Dublin, to which the IHAI
now makes an annual financial contribution.
Regular newsletters were issued containing reviews of past events, notices of forthcoming events
and other items, such as book reviews. As previously indicated, the Board are actively considering
the publication of an occasional journal in addition to the newsletters.
The redesign of the IHAI web site has been ongoing and it is hoped to have the new site active in
the near future.
The Company’s Annual Return for 2014, accompanied by a set of Audited Accounts, was made to
the CRO on the due date in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Acts.
Finally, I would like on behalf of the Board members, to offer our sincere thanks to Brendan
Delany, our President and Chairman for his commitment an efforts during the past three years.

AGM 2015, The Irish Agricultural Museum, at Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford:
Colin Rynne

This year’s AGM was held in the The Irish Agricultural Museum, at Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford
on the 25th May in stunning sunshine and with baying peacocks in the background. The museum
itself was a worthy winner of last year’s ‘Best Museum’ award from the association, and in the
afternoon we were treated to a guided tour by Peter Miller and the museum’s founder, Austin
O’Sullivan. Almost single-handedly Austin, over 40 years, has assembled a truly national collection
and has become an authority on many aspects of rural life in nineteenth and twentieth-century
Ireland.
The event, however, marked the end of Brendan Delaney’s remarkable presidency, during which
so much new ground was covered, and many new friends were made for the association. Our new
president, Michael Grace, paid full tribute both to Brendan’s popularity amongst the membership
and his many achievements as president. In his final address, Brendan stressed the importance in
general of attracting new and in particular young members, along with the creation of a formal
IHAI journal.
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PICTURE GALLERY, IHAI AGM 2015

Incoming president of
IHAI, Michael Grace
(left), with outgoing
president Brendan
Delaney at Johnstown
Castle AGM 2015.
Far right, entrance to
Irish National
Agricultural Museum at
Johnstown Castle, Co.
Wexford.

Main gallery, Irish
National Agricultural
Museum.

Mowing machine, Irish
National Agricultural
Museum at Johnstown
Castle, Co. Wexford.
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ATHLONE TRIP 23-24 MAY 2015

Brilliantly organized and orchestrated by Ron Cox, as usual. Some exciting finds such as the
Moydrum transmitter which had a real wow factor, and whose state of conservation is nothing
short of miraculous. In many respects this was the highlight of the tour, given the members
reaction to it. The train from Dublin was delayed on both Saturday and Sunday owing to works on
the line, but Ron handled this brilliantly and delays were hardly noticeable. The canal and
waterways archaeology was also spectacular and the weather on Sunday, in particular, was very
good. The trip ended memorably with a leisurely walk along the Royal Canal near Abbeyshrule, Co.
Longford, with a good lunch earlier at Richmond Harbour

Saturday 23 May
Athlone (East) rail station (GSWR, Wilkinson,1859).
2RN Heritage Radio Transmitters at Moydrum
Shannon Navigation (Weir) (1846)
Athlone Road Bridge (1844)
Lunch at Murphy’s Law, Barrack Street, Athlone
Athlone Castle & Museum
Shannon Navigation (Lock) (Thomas Rhodes, engineer, 1846)
Old Navigation (Thomas Omer, engineer, 1750s)
Athlone West train station (MGWR, Mulvany, 1851)
The White (Shannon) Rail Bridge (Hemans, engineer, 1851)
Sunday 24 May
Lecarrow Harbour & Corn Mill
Lanesborough (Harbour & Bridge)
Clondra (Richmond Harbour, Dry Dock, Omer’s Lock & Lock-House)
Whitworth Aqueduct, Abbeyshrule (John Killaly, engineer, 1817)
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Visit to former
transmitter station at
Moydrum, Co.
Westmeath. This
contains the only
Marconi transmitter of
its type (c. 1932) to
survive in situ anywhere
in the world. This is
where the famous Radio
Eireann morning call,
Donal Abu (recognizable
to several generations
who tuned into
‘Athlone’) originated
from.

ATHLONE TRIP 23-24 MAY 2015
Picture Gallery

Group photo at Athlone
Castle visitor centre, a
multi-million euro
attraction. Despite the
expense, the reaction of
the members was
mixed.

The main multi-media
display at Athlone Castle
visitor centre

Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland Newsletter: No. 46 June 2015

6

[INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND
No. 46 June 2015 NEWSLETTER]

The ‘new’ Lock on the
River Shannon at
Athlone. Work on this
began in 1841, but was
not completed until
1847. The new lock was
constructed inside a
large caisson, which was
kept dry by waterpowered and later
steam-driven pumps.

The corn mill at
Lecarrow, of which the
owners, the Coffey
family provided an
excellent tour on Sunday
morning. As the photo
on the right shows, the
internal machinery is
very well preserved as
are also the corn-drying
kilns. The waterwheel,
no longer in evidence
appears to have been
breastshot.
Thomas Omer’s original
lock-keeper’s house
(left) at Cloondara
(Clondra), Co. Longford.
(1760s).Similar
structures designed by
him survive elsewhere in
Ireland (e.g.
Shannobridge). The
Clondra lock (right)
which has been rebuilt
at least twice.
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Richmond Harbour
on the Royal Canal
(left). At the
northern end of the
harbour is a well
preserved dry dock
(right), but which is
now all but unusable
owing to the
addition of a safety
railing.
The Whitworth
Aqueduct , which
carries the Royal
Canal over the River
Inny, near
Abbeyshrule, Co.
Longford. This was
designed by the Irish
engineer John Killaly,
and constructed
between 1814 and
1817. Its overall
length is 165ft, with
an overall width at
canal level of 35ft.

A long day closes for
Ron Cox, who led a
pleasant walk along
the canal in the
afternoon before the
tour officially ended
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REVIEWS: David Kelly and Tadgh O’Keeffe Irish Historic Towns Atlas No. 27. Youghal. Royal
Irish Academy, Dublin 2015. ISBN-10: 1908996463: €30.

An excellent overview of the physical development of the historic port
town of Youghal, Co. Cork, by David Kelly a conservation engineer and
eminent local historian and Prof. Tadgh O’Keeffe, of UCD’s Department
of Archaeology. Both authors have been involved in this project for
some time, and the results of their researches, presented here, are
magisterial. The RIA historic town atlas series has long been established
as a quality brand, but in some respects the authors of the Youghal
module have upped the standard, both in terms of the clarity of the
text and the choice of maps (many in colour).

The attention of the readers of this newsletter should be drawn to
pages 19-25 of the Youghal Atlas, which deals with manufacturing
industries , trade and services, transport and utilities, which are each
covered in arresting detail. At €30 this represents excellent value for
money: top class scholarship with superb production values.

IHAI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015-2016

PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT

Michael Grace
Dermot O’Dwyer

COMPANY SECRETARY
TREASURER
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
BOARD MEMBERS

Ronald Cox: info@ihai.ie
Tim Odlum
Ronald Cox: membershipsecretary@ihai.ie
Colin Rynne, Fred Hamond, Mary McMahon,
Paul McMahon, Norman Campion, Stephanie
Bourke, James Davidson, Michael Lynch,
Michael English, David Wynne, Brendan Delany
[ex-officio]

NON-DIRECTOR ADVISORS

Archives:
Media:
Inland Waterways:

Ken Mawhinney
Mary Mulvihill
Colin Becker
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

Please send any material for inclusion in the newsletter to Colin Rynne (c.rynne@ucc.ie;
Department of Archaeology, UCC, Cork. I would also welcome any comments or suggestion you
might have on the new look newsletter.
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