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IHAI ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 16th April 2016, Belfast

Advanced notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Industrial
Heritage Association of Ireland Ltd will take place in central Belfast on Saturday 16th
April 2016 at 11.00 am. Arrangements are currently being finalized. Following the
meeting, there will be lunch and a tour. Papers for the AGM, including Agenda and
Programme will be circulated to IHAI members in late March.

IHAI/DDFAS OUTING BOTANIC GARDENS 10TH Oct 2015: Paul McMahon

Members of the IHAI and the Dublin Decorative and Fine Arts Society enjoyed a
joint visit to the National Botanic Gardens, in Glasnevin, on Saturday 10th October. The
outing commenced with a tour of the gardens, which included an introduction to the
‘Sculpture in Context’ exhibition. After lunch, the group received a warm welcome from
the Garden’s Director, Matthew Jebb, who then introduced us to the complex and
innovative building works involved in the construction of the site’s great Victorian glass
houses.
The tour started at the Curvilinear Range structure, which was built in stages.
Matthew gave us an insight into ‘industrial espionage’ and the sharp practice involved in
the awarding of the first stage contract. Richard Turner of the Hammersmith Iron
Works, Ballsbridge, Dublin had developed a unique manufacturing process for the
fabrication of large scale glasshouses and tendered for the job. However, in 1843 the
Royal Dublin Society, the then owners of the gardens, selected Messrs. Clancy as builder
of the project on the basis of a £5 cheaper tender and despite a charge of copying the
Turner firm’s ‘engine design’. When the completion cost came in at double the original
price, Turner was commissioned to complete the wings with improvements and
refinements, which would act as a demonstration of his leading international role as
ironmaster and structural designer.
The range of profiles (22) of the glazing bars, slimness of design and
intersections was a considerable improvement on Paxton’s prototypes in England. The
disposal of rainwater within a box beam structural gutter system to an underground
water tank was another indication of ingenuity in the building design. Matthew described
how the components were formed of a mixture of cast and wrought iron and that the
removal of the glass tax in the 1820’s provided for the production of larger panes which
were readily adopted for glass house use. On completion in 1845, the Curvilinear Range
became a showpiece for Turner’s company and influenced the design of lightweight
structures throughout the world.
Matthew Jebb than described the modern restoration of the complex by the Office
of Public Works. The conservation strategy was to copy original manufacturing
techniques and reuse original material where possible. Ribs, salvaged from Kew Garden,
London were graft welded to the original material and, where necessary, stainless steel
was deployed as reinforcement.
We then briefly visited the Palm House, which was described as a ‘kit’ building,
erected amazingly in 6 weeks in 1884 by Messrs. Boyd and Company, of Paisley, at a
cost of £5,000. The Hydraulic Ram which pumped water from the Tolka river to the
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Tour of National
Botanic Gardens,
Glasnevin (in
conjunction with
Dublin Decorative
and Fine Arts
Society), on 10
October 2015, led
by Keeper of the
Herbarium,
Matthew Jebb

Palm House water tank survives on site and IH member, Reg Goodbody, and the Director
discussed its possible restoration as an example of industrial heritage.
Our tour ended with a visit to the Herbarium and Library, a modern building
designed by the OPW. Matthew introduced us to the extensive collection of rare
botanical drawings which form part of the garden’s rich archive. We were given a unique
opportunity to view a selection of works by notable artists, including George Victor du
Noyer of the Ordnance Survey (1837). Women artists featured prominently from Anne
Elizabeth Ball, an algologist or seaweed specialist, Sophia Rosamund Praeger,
Lydia Shackleton, who aged fifty-six executed over 1,400 illustrations for the then
Director, Sir Frederick W. Moore (1857 -1929), to the recently deceased Wendy F. Walsh
who illustrated An Irish Florigium: Wild and Garden Plants of Ireland (1983).
Prior to our departure, Ron Cox, IHAI Secretary, confirmed the Association’s
interest in commemorating Richard Turner’s significant contribution to engineering
heritage. He agreed with the Director that further research into his career and
achievements was required. Finally, Michael Grace, President, on our behalf, thanked
Matthew for the detailed overview that he delivered on the engineering and botanical
legacy of the National Botanic Gardens and for taking time out from his busy schedule to
host our visit.
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Mary Shackleton,
member , with
Lydia Shackleton's
illustrations .

SION MILLS REVISITED: Norman Campion
The IHAI paid a most successful visit to Sion Mills (approx. 2 miles south of
Strabane) in 2011, where we were royally received by both the local community and
members o f t he H erdman f amily, t he f amily w ho f ounded t he m ills. T his g ave us t he
opportunity of seeing one of Ireland’s most intact 19th-century flax-spinning mills. During
our tour we learned of the local trust’s plans to conserve and display a selection of the
original machinery, along with part of the documentary archive of the mills.
Fast forward to 2015 and we were faced with a sad scene. Thanks to the activities
of l ocal v andals, t he m ill w as se t o n fi re, a nd t he r oof o f t he m ain m ill w as d estroyed
along with the machinery which survived in situ. Only the original walls are still standing,
although t he e lectricity g enerating plant, o wned an d o perated b y a D onegal m an,
continues to supply current to the national grid. The 152ft high chimney stands proud as
a t estimony t o a o nce gr eat i ndustry. T he spinning m ill b uilding a nd t he s urrounding
grounds have been bought by a Strabane, but her plans for the complex are as yet
unclear.
The o nly go od n ews i s t hat t he o riginal s table bu ilding, w hich h oused t he mill
horses, situated on the main road, and a former eyesore in poor condition, has now been
restored, thanks to lottery funding. It now houses a small interpretive centre and a good
coffee shop. In addition to this some of the mill’s original plant has been installed in the
restored Mossley Mills flax-spinning museum, and is currently on display. The IHAI held
its 2012 AGM at Mossley Mill.
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Opposite: Heritage trial
booklet produced by Sion
Mills Trust. The complex was
sited near the River Mourne,
and its original water-supply
system was designed by Sir
William Fairbairn.
Below: The Sion Mills
spinning mill in 2015, after
the disastrous fire (picture,
Norman Campion)
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REVIEWS: Donal Ó Drisceoil and Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil Beamish and Crawford. The
history of an Irish brewery. Collins Press, Cork, 2015. Hardback ISBN-978-1848889258-3: €29.99. Caen Harris, Department of Archgaeology, UCC

At a time when interest in beer and brewing is perhaps at its zenith the dearth of
material available on the history of Irish brewing is both surprising and disappointing.
Prior to the publication of this book those interested in the study of what is inarguably a
defining topic in both Irish industrial development and international identity were reliant
on information gleaned from histories of Guinness or portions of a small number of
specialist works, primarily industrial archaeologies and economic histories. While the
book’s focus is essentially on the fortunes of Beamish and Crawford, one of Cork’s two
industrial breweries to survive into the 21st century, it is probably best viewed as a
history of brewing in Ireland as seen from the perspective of one firm. As with any good
history, it can be read on a number of levels, whether the reader is interested in the
economic, social, or political context of the firm’s development.
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This book, which is the result of over three years of archival research, is
presented in a well-organised and richly illustrated form that can be approached either
as a chronological narrative or as a reference book. Spread over sixteen chapters, the
stories of the directors, managers, publicans, workers, families and customers whose
lives shaped and were shaped by the brewery are told in an accessible though
informative manner. It is essentially a cyclical tale of growth and decline, with brewery
fortunes deeply entwined with prevailing local and national economic conditions.
Periods of growth included the Napoleonic war era, when the brewery grew to
become the largest in Ireland; the post-Famine years, when rising consumption levels
saw a major spike in production; and the opening decade of the 20th century, when
intense local support and an optimistic view of the future combined to provide the
brewery’s most productive years. However, these bountiful periods are strongly
contrasted by the lean years that punctuated them. The post-Napoleonic depression and
the temperance campaign led by Father Matthew saw the firm essentially stagnate for
much of the second quarter of the 19th century; while the strikes, revolution and
resulting civil war of the 1910s and early 1920s finally saw Guinness gain a foothold in
the Cork market, much to the despair of the Cork breweries.
The physical development of the brewery, illustrated by surviving architectural
plans and surveys, is covered in detail, and working conditions are both discussed and
brought to life by a range of historic photographs. A unique take on the development of
the tied trade of brewery controlled public houses, unique to Cork in Ireland but
prevalent in England, is outlined; while the sections devoted to the primary local
competitors give new insights and dispel several long-standing misconceptions on firms
that have largely been forgotten to history. In the midst of this authoritative history are
several interesting anecdotes unearthed during the course of the archival research.
Perhaps most notable is the tale of Carin Goering, great-great-granddaughter of one of
the firm’s eponymous founders and first wife of the Nazi Party’s Herman Goering.
The authors have compiled a fascinating company history with the potential to
reach a wide-ranging audience. It would make a fantastic addition to the library of any
student of Irish industrial or social history. However, given the current growth in interest
in brewing, this accessible and well-illustrated work would surely be greatly treasured by
those with a general interest in beer and brewing, whether current or historic.
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MONUMENTS OF INDUSTRY: Part 1 TACUMSHANE WINDMILL CO.
WEXFORD

The small tower mill at
Tacumshane, Co. Wexford,
complete with tailpole and
thatched cap and with many of
the features of the early
eighteenth-century examples,
attests to the survival and
durability of traditional
millwrighting practices. In fact,
it was built in 1846 by a
millwright called James
Moran, who had been an
apprentice in a Rotterdam
mill, and operated as a
windmill until c. 1908.
Tacumshane windmill also has
the distinction of being the
first industrial archaeological
monument to be taken into
state care in the Republic of
Ireland.
Above: general view of mill
showing tiller pole.
Below: Windshaft
Opposite, above wooden great
spur wheel; below detail of
cast iron gearing
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SPRING IHAI FIELD TRIP TO NORTH CORK/WEST WATERFORD 21st-22nd
May 2016: Colin Rynne

The IHAI spring fieldtrip will take in north and part of west Waterford, with
accommodation based in Cork city.
SATURDAY 21st May
Fermoy: Carrigabrick Viaduct, GSWR
Castlelyons: Limekilns
Glanworth Woollen mill
Glanworth Bridge
Lime kiln, near Glanworth on Fermoy-Mitchelstown Light Railway
Mallow Railway Station
Mallow-Lombardstown Canal and lock
Sunday 22nd May
Lismore Bridge
Araglin: Blast furnace
Castltownroche: Bridge Mill, Kilcummer viaduct
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Above : Glanworth
Woollen Mills,
Co. Cork

Below: Reconstruction
of eighteenth-century
blast furnace at
Araglin, Co. Waterford
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IHAI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015-2016

PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT

Michael Grace
Dermot O’Dwyer

COMPANY SECRETARY
TREASURER
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
BOARD MEMBERS

Ronald Cox: info@ihai.ie
Tim Odlum
Ronald Cox: membershipsecretary@ihai.ie
Colin Rynne, Fred Hamond, Mary McMahon,
Paul Mc Mahon, Norman C ampion, Stephanie
Bourke, James D avidson, Michael L ynch,
Michael English, David Wynne, Brendan Delany
[ex-officio]

NON-DIRECTOR ADVISORS

Archives:

Inland Waterways:

Ken Mawhinney
Colin Becker

EDITOR’S COMMENTS

Please s end a ny m aterial f or in clusion in th e n ewsletter t o C olin R ynne ( c.rynne@ucc.ie);
Department of Archaeology, UCC, Cork. I would also welcome any comments or suggestions you
might have on the new look newsletter.
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