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Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland Awards for Year 2019: Brendan Delaney

Offaly’s Fancroft Mill wins out at prestigious Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland
Awards 2019

•
•
•

Other winners include Limerick team for restoration of the ‘Ilen’ 1920s boat and Cork
author Kieran McCarthy for his book on Cork Harbour
ESB’s Archive and Heritage Manager and Dublin native Brendan Delany honoured with
lifetime achievement award
Awards took place in ESB’s new Archive building last night (11 December)

Fancroft Mill and Gardens in South Offaly has won the Norman Campion Award Best
Museum/Industrial Heritage Site at the prestigious Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland (IHAI)
Awards 2019.
The award recognises the professional and sympathetic restoration work of this significant historical
site from dereliction, located on the Little Brosna river 4km north of Roscrea, that was first started
by Marcus and Irene Sweeney in 2006. The award is named in honour of Offaly native and miller
Norman Campion, a founding member of the IHAI, who sadly passed away earlier this year.
Other awards went to a team in Limerick, led by Gary MacMahon, for rebuilding the The Ilen, a
1920s 50ft timber- and Baltimore- built ketch, which was deployed around the Falklands in the South
Atlantic for 70 years. Much of the reconstruction of what is the last of Ireland’s traditional wooden
built shops has been by volunteers in Limerick and Baltimore, with the help of professional boat
builders.
Another maritime-flavoured project also received an award. Kieran McCarthy author of The Little
Book of Cork Harbour won the Mary Mulvihill Media Award of Best Publication. And, rounding off
the award winners on the evening, fittingly hosted at ESB’s new archive building in Finglas is
Brendan Delany, ESB Archives & Heritage Manager for a life-long and central role in development of
ESB’s archive into a digital, interactive resources for all to cherish.
Nicholas Tarrant, ESB Executive Director Engineering and Major Projects hosted the evening.
Welcoming guests and congratulating the award winners, stated that ‘The Industrial Heritage
Association of Ireland was created by people of vision and commitment and the fruits of earlier
efforts have served to create a notable increase in awareness of our rich industrial past. The
Association recognises that we should not only have a sense of shared ownership for our past but it
is something we strive to safeguard and celebrate. It is also ESB’s pleasure to host the awards in our
new Archive. A landmark development for ESB, it represents a tangible delivery to both celebrate
and safeguard our history and heritage which forms part of the story of the industrial, commercial
and social development of Ireland’. Paul McMahon President of IHAI added, ‘The IHAI are delighted
with the continued and invaluable sponsorship of these Awards from ESB which seek to give
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recognition to individuals and organisations who have made an outstanding contribution to
promoting and safeguarding industrial heritage on an all-Ireland basis. It is important that we both
recognise and celebrate achievement. We also wish to congratulate ESB on the development of their
new Archive as it will be a wonderful resource for all those interested in the social development of
this country and more particularly those interested in industrial history’.
The recipients of the Awards were:
Norman Campion Award Best Museum/Industrial Heritage Site: Fancroft Mill.
Fancroft Mill & Gardens are located about 4 km North of the town of Roscrea, Co. Tipperary. An
extensive conservation project, commenced in 2006 by Marcus & Irene Sweeney, has resulted in the
rescue from dereliction of this mill complex which is of noted industrial heritage importance. A set of
new mill stones were installed in 2010. Milling capability is now restored for domestic purposes. A
recently installed generator contributes to the household heating system. All of the buildings at
Fancroft are included on the Offaly County Council list of Protected Structures. The restored mill is a
handsome, even beautiful, structure with the stonework now cleaned, conserved and repaired, 90
new sash windows installed, the 4 -storey bay reroofed and graceful ogee details over the doors
sensitively enhanced.
The interior work, less obvious, is equally fascinating. The restoration work carried out has been
done professionally and sympathetically and has no created a very fine visitor amenity but it has
preserved and safeguarded a very significant industrial site in County Offaly.

The Fancroft Mill, which straddles the borders of counties Tipperary and Offaly, winner of the
2019 Norman Campion award for best Museum/Industrial Heritage Site
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Jane McCullagh and Fern Jolley, daughters of Norman Campion, present
Irene and Marcus Sweeney of Fancroft Mill & Garden, with the Norman Campion
Award for best Best Museum/Restored Site. Photograph by WovenContent.ie

Fern Jolley

Jane McCullagh
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Special Recognition Award: Restoration of the Ilen.The Ilen Company was set up in 2005 with a
mission to ensure that anyone who can handle a sail or a shipwright’s maul, or who wishes to learn
or would prefer to let others do so. The organisation is both a school and a network, based in
Limerick with a national and international theatre of operations. Their goal is to rebuild the cultural
interface between Limerick and its surroundings, realising the munificence of our natural and built
marine inheritance.

Above, restoration work on The Ilen; below presentation of award - Paul McMahon,
Gary McMahon, Nicholas Tarrant, ESB, Brother Anthony and Michael English
Photograph by WovenContent.ie
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The Ilen is a 50ft, timber-built ketch, weighing 45 tonnes’ which was originally built in Baltimore for
Conor O’Brien. O’Brien sailed around the world 1924/25 and when he stopped in the Falklands en
route, the islanders admired his boat, the Saoirse, and asked if he could design and build a bigger
and better one for them. When he returned to Cork he designed and built with the Baltimore Fishery
School the ketch, Ilen, named after a local river. The price was £1,500 including delivery. He
delivered the Ilen in January 1927 to Port Stanley with the help of two Claire island boatmen, named
Con and Denis Cadogan.
After seventy years of inter-island trading work it was bought back by a group of Limerick people, led
by Gary McMahon and returned to Baltimore in 1998. During the past twenty years it has been
beautifully restored in the Hegarty Boatyard near Baltimore and in the Ilen boat building school in
Limerick. Much of the reconstruction has been by volunteers in Limerick and Baltimore with the help
of professional boat builders. The Ilen is currently back in Kinsale where it is to be based for sail
training and helping people sail back into wellness.
This restoration project is a celebration of the heritage of wooden boat building of Limerick and
West Cork alongside the history of the fishing industry of late 19th and early 20th Cork coastline.

Mary Mulvihill Media Award Best Publication: The Little Book of Cork Harbour: Author Kieran
McCarthy (Publisher: The History Press UK 2019): This book presents a myriad of stories within the
second largest natural harbour in the world. This is book number 22 for Kieran and it follows on from
a series of Kieran’s publications on the River Lee Valley, Cork City and complements his Little Book of
Cork (History Press, Ireland, 2015). It is not meant to be a full history of the harbour region but does
attempt to bring some of the multitudes of historical threads under one publication. However, each
thread is connected to other narratives and each thread here is recorded to perhaps bring about
future research on a site, person or the heritage of the wider harbour.
Kieran McCarthy is a born and bred Cork City man. He has devoted his working life to promoting the
past, present and future of Cork and its environs. He was elected to Cork City Council in June
2009, May 2014 and May 2019 as an Independent City Councilor. In January 2015, Kieran was
appointed by the Minister for the Environment and Local Government to be an Irish member on the
European Committee of the Regions (an opinion body of local authorities and regional assemblies) to
the European Parliament. Kieran’s extensive list of publications have been meticulously well
researched and well presented and have made a very significant contribution to providing a better
understanding of Cork’s industrial past and history.
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Nicholas Tarrant, Executive Director ESB, Mary Liz McCarthy, Dr Kieran
McCarthy, winner of the Mary Mulvihill Publication / Media Award 2019, and Paul
McMahon, President, IHAI. - Photograph by WovenContent.ie

Lifetime Achievement Award: Brendan Delany
Brendan has had a life-long interest in history and heritage. In his role as ESB Archives & Heritage
Manager he has responsibility for the development and management of ESB's Archive & Heritage
facilities and for the delivery of the related services. He has played a very central role in the
development of ESB’s Multi-Media Archive Collection. The collection now comprises over 11,000
archival boxes of documentation, over 15,000, photographs, 46,000 digital images, 6,000
VHS/DVD’s, 1,000 cine reels and over 2,000 oral interviews. It is not only the volume but the quality
of the archival material that makes this a collection of national importance.
Brendan has been a member of the Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland for many years. He was
IHAI’s Newsletter Editor from 2012 to 2015, and has been a member on the Executive Board from
2004 to the present. He has also completed a term as President from 2012 – 2015. Brendan is
regarded by his peers in IHAI as a person “who likes to get things done”. He has provided advice on
many aspects of industrial history and heritage, is generous in sharing his knowledge, expertise and
experience.
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Lifetime Achievement Award: Brendan Delany, Nicholas Tarrant Executive Director
ESB Engineering & Major Projects, Mary McMahon Board Member IHAI, Brendan
Delaney, Ruth Delany and Paul McMahon President IHAI. - Photograph by

TICCIH, the Dublin Principles, and the new ICOMOS International Scientific Committee
on Industrial Heritage: Mary McMahon

IRELAND’S INDUSTRIAL

In Ireland the IHAI is the National Representative body for TICCIH (The International Committee for
the Conservation of Industrial Heritage) and, as well as being a member of TICCIH, we also have a
close relationship with them. For example, they have partnered with us on the Industrial Heritage
Modules we delivered in 2015 and 2016. These were recognised for Continuous Professional
Development by many of the professional building institutes including the Royal Institute of the
Architects of Ireland, Engineers Ireland, the Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland, and the Irish
Planning Institute.
Some of our IHAI members are also members of the ICOMOS Ireland National Scientific Committee
on Industrial Heritage (NSC IH). You will see in an article in this Newsletter by another IHAI Board
member, Mary-Liz McCarthy, that the NSC IH was actively involved in the establishment by ICOMOS
of an International Scientific Committee on Industrial Heritage (ISC IH). The ISC IH has now been set
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up, and will work closely with TICCIH in raising awareness of industrial heritage, while also
promoting the role and profile of industrial heritage within the international ICOMOS membership.
The following extracts are from an article in the most recent TICCIH Bulletin No. 86 by Stephen
Hughes TICCIH General Secretary, in which he talks about the adoption by ICOMOS International of
the Dublin Principles in 2011, and the establishment of the new ISC IH in 2019:
… The future and form of international industrial archaeology has been profoundly changed by
the decision to formulate industrial archaeological principles with the passing of the Nizhny Tagil
Charter in 2003. The Charter was always intended to be presented to ICOMOS for ratification and
for eventual approval by UNESCO. Industrial archaeology has in effect become more firmly
integrated into the international heritage structure.
TICCIH looked to ICOMOS to help produce the Joint (later Dublin) Principles and an
ICOMOS/TICCIH working-group was set up to help formalise the Principles in 2006. The Irish
ICOMOS National Executive Committee became a leader in this process under Mary McMahon,
TICCIH National Representative for Ireland and former President of the Industrial Heritage
Association of Ireland. As part of this process the various national executive committees of
ICOMOS became aware of TICCIH bringing forward the Nizhny Tagil Charter of 2003.
A final document was considered during the Proceedings of the Scientific Symposium of ICOMOS
hosted in Ireland in October 2010 with the TICCIH President Patrick Martin present and able to
participate in discussions. The following year the General Assembly of ICOMOS in Paris formally
approved the Dublin Principles.
…. This process has considerable implications for the future of the relationship between TICCIH
and ICOMOS. The national scientific committees of ICOMOS are usually part of the network of
the 25 International Scientific Committees of the organisation. That this international network is
growing within ICOMOS internationally is indicated by the recent decision of ICOMOS Germany to
create an Industrial Archaeology National Scientific Committee….. Joint National TICCIH-ICOMOS
Industrial Heritage Committees now also exist in Australia and Hungary.
…. ICOMOS internationally has a membership of some 12,000 while TICCIH’s international
membership is 330. Effective implementation of the Dublin Principles is going to need a viable
structure able to operate effectively between the organisations. Within the United Kingdom
where there are 35 TICCIH members and over 400 ICOMOS members there has already been talk
of the need to establish a UK Industrial Heritage National Scientific Committee. That industrial
archaeology has so effectively entered the mainstream is evidenced by the fact that 40% of all
work now undertaken by archaeological units in the UK concerns industrial archaeology.
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INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND TOUR AVOCA, ARKLOW & COURTOWN
SATURDAY 22 JUNE 2019

The association’s annual summer fieldtrip, organised by David Wynne, took to us county Wicklow in
an antique CIE bus, on a fine summer’s day, via The Meeting of the Waters and lunch at Avoca
Handweavers. Some scheduled stops, however, such as the vale of Avoca copper mines proved too
much for the bus, and so the first real scheduled stop was the excellent Maritime Museum in
Arklow. There was much to see here, including a fine collection of maritime artefacts which was
accompanied by a lively and truly engaging tour, courtesy of the museum staff. The tour then took
us outside to the North Beach, for a wonderful introduction to the Kynoch Munitions Factory. The
original extent of the Kynoch site rivals (and perhaps exceeds in some respects) the Royal
Gunpowder Mills at Ballincollig, county Cork. Later in the afternoon we visited the impressive
Courtown Harbour and Canal system, which was constructed to ensure a supply of coal for the
nearby brick and tile factory. Courtown harbour was completed in 1847.
On the way back to Dublin the bus had a blow out on the motorway, and this mishap effectively
stranded us for a number of hours. Indeed, if were not for the skill and quick thinking of the bus
driver, we would have been in real trouble. However, all members on the tour were pretty much
relaxed about everything, and Brendan Delaney was able to persuade a local bus company to ferry
us back to Dublin.
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Members enjoying the tour of Arklow Maritime Museum
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Afternoon
walking
tour of the
site
Kynoch’s
munitions
factory

Courtown Harbour, county Wexford
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The Kilbeggan Distillery engine under steam, 8th December 2019: Colin Rynne

The Lockes Distillery engine during restoration. Photo courtesy of John Bailey.

On the 8th December last a team of expert enthusiasts, led by John Bailey, ran the Kilbeggan steam
engine during an extremely well-attended open day. This will, hopefully, become annual event.
Locke's Distillery, at Kilbeggan, county Westmeath, retains in situ a horizontal cross compound
condensing engine, erected in 1887 by Canal Basin Foundry, Port Dundas, Glasgow. In an Irish setting
the Locke’s Distillery example is a rare surviving example of a horizontal cross compound engine. The
only two other examples of McNaughted compound beam engines to survive in situ in Ireland, are
the No. 1 (1878) and the No.2 (1886) brewhouse engines, also built by Turnbull, Grant and Jack of
the Canal Basin Foundry, Glasgow, for Powers' Distillery, John's Lane, Dublin, (now the College of Art
and Design). Both of these are fine examples of their type, with Watt-type governors controlling a
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valve gear patented by John Turnbull in 1878. Indeed, these engines, are the only examples of this
foundry’s engines known to have survived.

The Locke’s Distillery engine under steam, December 8th 2019.
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The vanishing country creamery: The Dromtariffe Creamery, county Cork: Colin Rynne

In Ireland, the co-operative movement, led by Sir Horace Plunkett and strongly advocated by Fr
Finlay and others, fostered the development of local creameries. And, whereas in 1896 only 72 of
Ireland’s 279 creameries were co-operative ventures, by 1916 the vast majority were co-operatively
run. By 1926, there were some 580 creameries in new Irish Free State, the most typical of which
processed the milk of about 800-1,200 cows. In rural Ireland co-operative creameries became an
important focus of local communities, and even forged identities between the farmers who brought
the milk to them. Originally, they would have served the needs of the local parish, an ambit of
influence initially created by the limitations of horse-drawn transport. But even when motorised
transport became more widely available in rural Ireland in the 1960s, most dairy farmers continued
to identify with and frequent their local creamery. Despite their former importance very few
surviving creameries are afforded any protection by the state, and in recent times growing numbers
have been demolished. The Dromtariffe creamery, established in 1915, took its name from the
ancient parish of Dromtariffe, is a case in point. It is approximately midway between Dromagh and
Cloonbannin Cross, on the main road from Mallow to Killarney. Yet it is not listed in the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage, nor in Cork County Council’s Record of Protected Structures.

Aerial view of the Dromtariffe Co-operative creamery, county Cork, established in
1915.
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Dromtariffe Co-operative creamery, county Cork, store buildings.
The surviving single-storey buildings at Dromtariffe were designed, with few frills, to facilitate the
butter-making process, which involved milk collection from local farmers, the weighing of their milk
to establish monthly payment for it, milk separation, and milk churning to make butter. They are
situated close to a main road, the twin pile building at the east, immediately adjacent to the main
road, has raised door on its west-facing gable, which would originally have had a ramp, to facilitate
the loading of creamery churns into building. The floor inside this building was also raised, and on
this platform there would have been a large steel pan attached to a spring balance weighing scales.
The farmer or the creamery assistant would pour the milk into the pan and its volume would be
recorded in a ledger.
The first process in the making of butter involved the use of a mechanical separator, in which the
milk would be spun around in a container at extremely high speeds. This process more efficiently
separated the butterfat (used for buttermaking) and buttermilk (traditionally fed to pigs) in
accordance with their densities. The power for the original Dromtariffe machinery was probably
derived from a small oil engine and, from 1956 onwards, when this locality was connected to the
national electricity grid, by unit-driven electric motors. At least one mechanised churn, resembling a
large barrel laid horizontally, and rotated by a driveshaft, would have been in use at Dromtariffe to
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make the butter. Upon completion of the churning process, the resultant butter grains were placed
on a rotary butter worker, which worked the grains into a regular consistency. Finally, the butter
was either packed in distinctive wooden boxes or in brightly coloured paper wrappers. The
Dromtariffe creamery, like most others of its size and type, was quick to take advantage of the large
daily footfall of farmers, by diversifying into the sale of machinery and manures. According to a
newspaper advertisement of 1957, the creamery sold butter both in one-pound rolls (wrappers) and
in boxes, as well as its own pasteurized milk. It also sold agricultural machinery, eggs and live
poultry. Further buildings were regularly added to provide both storage and retail space or this side
of the business. Indeed, many co-operatives, after the end of butter making era, continued to
function as retailing businesses. With the advent of bulk collection tankers in the 1980s, which could
collect milk directly from the farmer, the milk collecting rural creamery lost out to the larger
creameries, leading to workers being laid off and eventually widespread creamery closures. The
Dromtariffe operation could not keep up with these changes, nor were its retail operations
sufficiently developed to compete with those of larger creameries.

Emly creamery, county Tipperary.
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In the Munster region two creamery museums have been set up at Drumcollogher, county Limerick
(the first creamery co-operative in Ireland, established in 1889) and at Emly, county Tipperary, but
little has been done to preserve other sites.

Sculpture, erected in 2010, marking centenary of Ballyclogh creamery, county Cork.
But perhaps most extraordinary of all is the fate of the historically important Ballyclogh creamery,
county Cork, established in 1908 which, although proudly commemorated by the Ballyclogh
creamery centenary committee with a bronze sculpture, in 2010, the creamery itself has since been
demolished. Beginning with basic statutory protection, much more needs to be done to highlight the
current, potential threats to Ireland’s historic creameries.
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

Please send any material for inclusion in the newsletter to Colin Rynne (c.rynne@ucc.ie);
Department of Archaeology, UCC, Cork. I would also welcome any comments or suggestions you
might have on the newsletter.

Youghal lighthouse (1848), now in ownership of Cork County Council.
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