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DIARY DATES 2012

Feb IHAI Awards, Dublin

21 April AGM, Mossley Mill, Co Antrim

May Spring Tour to Co Meath

EDITORIAL
It’s been a forgettable year of economic doom and 
gloom which has seen the slashing of heritage budgets  
on both sides of the border. Thankfully, the National 
Inventory of Architectural Heritage and N. Ireland Envir-
onment Service continue to identify sites of heritage 
interest, but it is somewhat alarming to find that a whole 
swathe of post-1700 monuments in the Republic is now 
under threat of delisting, as will be reported below.
A recent Heritage Council conference on heritage and 
economic  growth noted that Ireland’s  built  heritage 
supports over 30,000 jobs and contributes over €1 
billion to its economy. Now that the redevelopment  
pressures have eased, surely this is the time to be 
taking stock of what’s left, with an eye to the future once 
the tiger recovers its roar?
This year has not been without setbacks on the indus-
trial heritage front, such as the demolition of three 
steam engines at  Upperlands, Co Derry, and a canal 
warehouse at Poyntz Pass, Co Armagh. 
On a more positive note, it’s encouraging to see the 
restoration of a waterwheel at Leit rim More Mill, Co 
Galway and a start being made early next year on the 
restoration of the engine house at Caledon, Co Tyrone. 
On that note, I bid you season’s greetings and a happy 
new year!

IHAI EVENTS 2012
Final details of our events up to next summer are in the 
process of being finalised. It is hoped to hold our annual 
IHAI Awards ceremony in Dublin sometime in February. 
Our AGM will take place at Mossley Mill, Co Antrim (just  
north of Belfast) on Sat 21 April 2012. Afterwards, there 
will be a tour of Patterson’s Spade Mill at Templepatrick  
and the Bleach Green Viaducts at Whiteabbey. 
In May, there will be a visit to Kells Waterworks, recently  
restored by a local community group, and other sites in 
Co Meath. Full details of all these events will be circu-
lated to members in due course. 

RPSI BELFAST MEETINGS 2012
After 37 years in St Jude’s Hall, Belfast, the Railway 
Preservation Society of Ireland has moved to a new 
venue for its winter talks. These are now held on Wed 
evenings at Parke Hall, Orangefield Presbyterian 

Church, Castlereagh Rd, Belfast. The programme for 
the first half of 2012 is as follows:
11 Jan: Historical Aspects of Antrim’s railways, John 
Stewart; The Swilly Remembered, Richard Lyons.
8 Feb: Last Years of Steam on the Great Northern, Joe 
Cassells.
14 March: Roger Bell talks about his post-war railway 
experiences in Northern Ireland.
For further details go to <www.steamtrainsireland.com/
belfastmeetings>.

MMOI EVENTS 2012
The Mills & Millers of Ireland are organising the follow-
ing events during 2012:
21 April: Mills and Millers of Meath.
23 June: North Antrim mills visit.
20 Oct: AGM Co Galway. 
For further details, go to the Society’s website <www.
millsofireland.org>.

SHANNON ESTUARY TOUR
The Shannon Estuary was the location for the IHAI’s  
weekend tour on 1-2 October last. The main focus was 
on three generations of transport technology: the 
estuary steamers from before the Famine, the railways 
and the flying-boats. The group visited the steamer 
quays at Clarecastle and Cappa in Co Clare and 
Tarbert in Co Kerry. Railways were represented by the 
West Clare Railway at Moyasta, the Lartigue Monorail in 
Listowel and the now-closed Foynes station.
The trip was organised by Limerick-based IHAI member 
Brian Goggin, who said: "We didn't see the tour as just 
a series of visits to unconnected sites. Underlying the 
whole thing is the idea that, for at least two centuries,  
people along the estuary have been marrying the latest  
in high technology to whatever resources they had or 
could develop locally, all in the interests of making a 
living. In that sense, not  
much has changed: it's the 
same sort of challenge that  
we face today."
Starting from Limerick, the 
first stop was at Clarecastle,  
at the head of the Fergus 
estuary, which was the port  
for Ennis. Dr Joe Power, who 
has written the definitive 
book on Clarecastle, gave a 
most entertaining and infor-
mative account of its history 
and industries, as well as the 
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Cappa Pier at low  tide.

Food for thought.

extent of embankment and land reclamation along the 
Fergus. Lunch was in his brother John's pub, which has 
a wonderful collection of old photographs and artefacts.
Next stop was Cappa, which was a Revenue pier and a 
fishing pier. It was also the western end of the route to 
Liverpool: the early steamers ran from Kilrush to 
Limerick via Tarbert. Kilrush itself benefited from the 
construction of roads throughout west Clare, which 

allowed oats, 
butter and other 
produce to be 
brought to the 
port. It also had 
mills, a railway 
connection and 
even a seaweed 
processing plant. 

Jackie Whelan of the West Clare Railway received an 
IHAI award in 2010 for his restoration of the steam 
engine Slieve Callan, and a visit to the WCR at Moyasta 
was one of the highlights of the trip. The enthusiastic 
visitors made the most of the opportunity to examine the 
Slieve Callan at close quarters and Jackie, Stephen and 
Richard cheerfully answered innumerable questions.

Saturday night was spent in Kilrush, where Rebecca 
Brew of Crottys had helped by organising accommo-
dation for the group in five B&Bs in the town. The town 
is extremely attractive, with its wide streets, brightly  
painted buildings and friendly pubs.
After dinner at Crottys, there was a talk about the 
history of the Glynn businesses. The Kilrush Local 
History Group had put the IHAI in touch with an 
excellent speaker, Paul O'Brien, a former pupil of Dr Joe 
Power. Louis Keating gave the use of a room in the 
former Glynn Mill, now restored as a business centre,  
whilst Ian Lynch not only organised the venue but also 
welcomed us in his capacity as Mayor of Kilrush.
The speaker, Paul O'Brien, has just embarked on a PhD 
in Mary Immaculate College and gave a very interesting 
talk on the history of the Glynn businesses of Kilrush.  
The Glynns are one of the great  Irish milling families  
and Paul described its archives, which he has been 
cataloguing, and outlined the many businesses that the 
family has been involved in from 1798 onwards. The 
audience comprised not only the IHAI group, but also 
local people and many members of the Glynn family.

On Sunday morning, we crossed the estuary on the 
Killimer–Tarbert ferry, with the rugby match being 
broadcast on the ferry 's loudspeakers and a school of 

dolphins coming up 
to listen. 

At Tarbert, Brian explained that, before the railways 
came, a steamship travelling at 10mph was the fastest 
method of transport available, so well-to-do travellers  
would take the steamer when possible. Tarbert was the 
link between the steamers and the roads of Kerry:  
travellers could get to Killarney by road from there. 
At first there was no pier at Tarbert, so the City of Dublin 
Steam Packet Company adopted ingenious methods of 
getting its passengers ashore. It eventually built its own 
pier. Josephine Glynn spoke about how the ferry now 
unites the estuary in the way that the steamers did in 
the past, making possible a tour of the entire estuary.

The IHAI group followed the old road to Listowel to visit  
the Lartigue Monorail. IHAI member Tony Canavan said 
"The railway visit starts with three very interesting old 
films and there is an extensive display of models, arte-
facts and old photographs. Then the highlight: the trip 
on the train and the opportunity to watch the compli-
cated operations by which locomotives were turned and 
moved. In the end members had to be dragged away!"

The Slieve Callan, w ith Jackie Wheelan and team on the footplate. The end of Tarbert Pier.

The carriages are balanced on both sides of the monorail.
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Pictured at the AIA dinner, L-R 
Tony Crosby (AIA Chairman), 
Prof Marilyn Palmer (AIA Pres-
ident), and Colin Rynne (IHAI 
President). 

Foynes: flying without w ings. 

After the drive along the scenic coast road to Foynes,  
the final stop was at the flying-boat museum. Again, it 
has old films with original footage of operations, an 
extensive display of artefacts and very well-informed 
guides. The highlight, though, is the reproduction of the 
hull of the Boeing B314, allowing visitors to see the 
conditions in which passengers crossed the Atlantic.

Summing up the t rip, Brian Goggin said that it showed 
the wealth of industrial heritage to be found around the 
estuary. "There is more than enough to keep visitors  
amused here for a weekend, but we need to start selling 
the estuary as a whole, as a single industrial heritage 
site. That doesn't conflict with any other aspect of its  
history, but the estuary has been important in both
transport and energy for hundreds of years and we 
should highlight that  to tourists interested in industrial 
heritage."

AIA CORK CONFERENCE
As reported in the last IHAI newsletter, the GB-based 
Association for Industrial Archaeology held its annual 
conference in Cork between 26 Aug and 1 Sept last. 
As a full report is given in the Winter 2011 issue of
Industrial Archaeology News,  it is not proposed to 
recount the proceedings here. Suffice to say, tribute 
was deservedly given to Colin Rynne for organising 
everything at the Cork end; the weather was also 
remarked upon – apparently it didn’t rain all week!
It’s also worth noting that on the Friday morning three of 
Colin’s MPhil students gave talks on their theses: Elena 
O’Brien on the social development of Portlaw, the 19th

century Quaker industrial settlement in Co Waterford;  
Edel Barry on the social impact of narrow-gauge 
railways in Munster; and Laura O’Connor on the 
archaeology of urban planning in 19th century Munster.  
At the conference dinner 
in Jury’s Hotel the next 
evening, Edel was 
presented with the AIA’s 
2011 Student Award for 
her thesis which has 
since been published in 
volume 32 of the AIA’s
Industrial Archaeology 
Review (Nov 2010).

Full circle at Listowel.
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BILLY DUNLOP, 1920 - 2011
William McCartney Dunlop, a long-standing member of 
the IHAI, died suddenly after a short illness on 15 
September last, aged 90.
Born in Newtownards, Co Down, in 1920, he grew up in 
Belfast and became a Post Office telegraph messenger 
in 1935. He joined the Navy in 1941 and saw active 
service on Landing Ship Tank 362 in the Mediterranean 
until its sinking by a German U-boat in 1944.
After the war, Billy returned to Belfast and resumed 
working as a sorting clerk and telegraphist at the Royal 
Avenue headquarters of the Post Office – a position 
which he held all his working life. 
In 1954, Billy won a TUC Scholarship to Ruskin College,  
Oxford, where he obtained the Oxford University 
Diploma in Economics and Political Science. 
Back in Belfast, he was also an active member of the 
YHA Fell Walking Group and frequently led groups from 
the Belfast Post Office Youth Club to the Mournes as  
part of the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. 
Billy was also a long-serving official of the Union of Post  
Office Workers (the “Union Game” as he called it), in 
recognition of which he was awarded the British Empire 
Medal in 1979.
In 1965 Billy retired from the Post Office on reaching his  
65th birthday. Not content to put his feet up, he
embarked on a new career as an amateur archae-
ologist, regularly attending extra-mural classes on the 
subject at Queen’s University. He was also a keen bird 
watcher and jazz aficionado. 
He joined the Ulster Archaeological Society and 
participated in numerous digs and field excursions. He 
was editor of the society’s newsletter for many years  
and also rose to become its president. 
In 2001,  he met  the Queen once again as a Member of 
the British Empire in recognition of his services to the 
cultural heritage of Northern Ireland. 

Billy was also active in the Carrickfergus Gasworks  
Preservation Society and could always be relied upon to 
get his hands dirty when called up for a work party. He 
also served on its committee, edited the CGPS 
newsletter, and was its Chairman since 2006.

Billy was also a member of the IHAI and many of you 
will have met him on various fieldtrips, all of which he 
always looked forward to and greatly enjoyed. 
He never lost his spark and will be remembered for his  
wit, good company, generosity and sage advice. Our 
condolences go to his wife Vicky, son Norman,  
daughters Margaret and Rosemary, and family circle. 
As he wrote in a memoir for his grandchildren, “I never 
became rich and I never became famous, but I 
managed to have an interesting and often exciting 
working life”. It was indeed a life well lived.
FWH

PORTADOWN FOUNDRY
Portadown Foundry was the focus of a recent exhibition 
by Edenderry Cultural & Historical Society at the 
Millennium Court Arts Centre, Portadown, Co Armagh. 
This foundry was established in Edenderry townland,  
near the centre of the town, by John Woolsey in 1844.  
Over the course of its 139-year history, it produced a 
wide variety of goods such as machinery components, 
agricultural implements, street  
furniture, barges and, in later 
years, structural steel.  It also 
contributed to the war effort by  
producing hand grenade 
casings during the First World 
War, and D-day landing craft  
sections and Bombardon tanks 
(floating breakwater units) for 
the Second. The foundry  
eventually closed in 1983 after 
several takeovers.
The Edenderry Historical 
Society decided to research the foundry in depth and to 
this end secured a �21,000 grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. Over the past two years a team of 
volunteers headed by Cardwell McClure assembled 
countless documents, photographs, artifacts and 
videoed interviews, all of which were put on display  at  
the exhibition which ran from 4 Nov to 2 Dec. The group 
will be publishing the fruits of its labours early next year 
in what will surely be the first substantive work on any  
Irish foundry. For further details go online to <www.eden
derry.co.uk>.

ANNALONG’S INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
Annalong is a small fishing village on the Co Down 
coast, in the shadow of the Mournes south of the 
seaside town of Newcastle. Prior to the development of 
Kilkeel, it was also the region’s main port and the export  
point for Mourne granite and potatoes. It also boasts 
one of Northern Ireland’s last working watermills,  
restored to full operational order by Newry & Mourne 
District Council in the 1980s. 
In September last, the Annalong Community Develop-
ment Association (ACDA) opened a permanent  
exhibition at its headquarters at Cornmill Quay, just  
above the mill, to celebrate the region’s heritage. 
Focusing on fishing, farming and granite, it brings 
together documents, photographs, artifacts and
personal reminiscences to illustrate a bygone way of life 

“Haven’t we met before?” Billy is presented with the MBE at Bucking-
ham Palace on 30 Oct 2001.
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Alan Kilgore, ACDA Secretary,
with Mrs Dorothy McBride at the 
launch of the exhibition.

captured so well some 60 years ago by Estyn Evans in 
his seminal monograph Mourne Country. 
For further information, contact ACDA, Unit 3, Cornmill 
Quay, Marine Park, Annalong BT34 4QJ; tel +44 (0)28 
4376 7505; email info@Anna longCDA.org.

DREAM TICKET
On 16 Nov last, the hammer dropped at Dominic  
Winter’s auction rooms in Cirencester on a world record 
bid of �3200 for a railway ticket. 
The ticket in question was a first class single issued in 
September 1904 by the Clara & Banagher Railway Co 
for the journey from Banagher to Maryborough (now 
Portlaoise). 
Estimated at �80, it went for 40 times that amount.  
Adding the buyer’s premium and VAT, the successful 
bidder actually paid �3872.  The previous record was 
held by a c.1855 Chester & Holyhead Railway single 
from Britannia Bridge to Bangor which sold for �2700 in 
2001.
The Banagher ticket originally cost 9s 4d - in today’s  
terms �39 (€45) – but then equivalent to a craftsman’s  
daily wage. The journey itself would have been quite  
circuitous – first to Clara, then down to Portarlington via 
Tullamore, before continuing on to Maryborough. No 
wonder the unidentified passenger chose to go first  
class!

RINN DUIN TOWER MILL, ST JOHN’S, LECARROW, 
CO ROSCOMMON Richard Collins
Rinn Duin Windmill lies midway between Athlone and 
Roscommon on St John’s Point, Lough Ree. This area 
was an important early 13th century Anglo-Norman 
settlement and there was a windmill here in 1273. The 
present windmill is believed to have been built before 

1636 and is a cylindrical stone tower 6.15m in height  
with an external diameter of 6.65m and walls 1.2m wide.  
The small mound on which it stands may be associated 
with the earlier mill (probably a wooden post mill).
In 1998, the Heritage Council funded a Conservation 
Management Plan for the peninsula’s built and natural 
heritage (google ‘Rindoon Conservation Plan’ for the full 
report). This highlighted the area’s enormous historical 
significance and the need to conserve it and make the 
area accessible to the public.  
In 2011, St John’s Parish Heritage Group was given a 
€10,000 grant by the Heritage Council for a structural 
survey of the mill. Both entrances were known to be in a 
dangerous condition, but removal of the extensive ivy  
growth revealed considerable deterioration of the 
stonework as well. 
Roscommon County Council granted €1000 towards 
consolidation of the top of the tower and repointing of its 
walls. This work was carried out by the historic building 
contractors and steeplejacks J. Rainey of Swords under 
the direction of Conservation Architect Kevin Blackwood 
and Project Coordinator Richard Collins. The scheme 
has now been successfully completed and will ensure 
the preservation of this historic landmark for decades to 
come. 

CAUGHT IN TIME: THE PARABLE OF THE LOST 
TRAM Norman Campion 
In the 1920s and ‘30s, a Dr Shaw lived in Rathfarnham, 
Dublin. He was a gifted 16mm cine enthusiast and 
amongst the many topics he recorded was the Dublin & 
Blessington Tramway before its closure in 1932. He 
also filmed some scenes featuring the famous Drum 
battery-operated rail cars on the Harcourt St - Bray line. 

The tow er after consolidation.
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When the good doctor went to his eternal reward, his  
wife threw his collection of films into the dustbin.  
Fortunately two curious boys lived next door and 
managed to rescue one of the cans of film – the one of 
the Blessington and Drum trains. 

By the 1950s, one of the three boys was the Rector of 
Enniscorthy and gave the can to me to pass on to the 
Railway Record Society. But, just think of all the other 
material and history that disappeared into the dustbin! 
One dreads to think what other film records, not to 
mention photographs, have met a similar fate.

With this in mind, the IHAI is recommending that  
members who have any film material should consider 
lodging it with the Irish Film Archive;  we will be advising 
other organisations and societies to do likewise. Recent  
IFA acquisitions include the Guinness Film Collection,  
footage of the operational Listowel to Ballybunion 
Monorail, and adverts for Lemon’s sweets. 
Full details are on the IHAI website www.ihai.ie,  and 
you can also contact the Irish Film Archive directly 
through Manus McManus, Senior Collections’ Officer, 6 
Eustace St, Dublin 2 (tel 01 679 5744; email mmc
manus@irishfilm.ie). 

RECORD OF MONUMENTS & PLACES
Many readers will probably have visited,  or at least be 
aware of, the likes of Newgrange and the Rock of 
Cashel. Not so obvious however, are those many 
smaller monuments which give people a sense of place 
and connection with their own localities. 
Under the National Monuments Acts (1930-2004), the 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG) 
is responsible for the protection of archaeological 
monuments in the Republic. This protection is afforded 
through the sites’ inclusion in the Record of Monuments  
& Places (RMP) which is administered by the National 
Monuments Service (<www.archaeology.ie>). 
The Monuments Service is now proposing to remove 
the bulk of monuments of post-1700 date from the RMP. 
At a stroke, this will remove statutory protection from a 
wide swathe of monuments and place their future in 
jeopardy.  Understandably, this has generated outrage
from many heritage bodies, including the IHAI. 
What follows is an extract of a letter sent by our 
President, Dr Colin Rynne, on behalf of the IHAI to the 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Mr Jimmy 
Deenihan TD, on 19 Sept last:

“We note, with dismay, that the Archaeological Survey 
of Ireland has recently removed all post-AD 1700 
archaeological sites from its website, as a first step to 
their proposed elimination from the Record of 
Monuments and Places. In effect, these latter have 
been delisted and the protection many of them formerly  
enjoyed no longer exists. To our knowledge, no 
specialist interest groups outside of your Department  
were consulted about this proposal. If it is allowed to 
proceed it will have a calamitous short and long term 
effect on the post-1700 archaeological heritage of the 
26 counties.
Clearly Minister, the archaeological 'logic' (if I may use 
that term) behind this proposal beggars all belief. There 
can be little doubt that the ASI is trying to shift  
responsibility for a sizeable portion of its own RMP to 
the Inventory of Architectural Heritage (IAH) and the 
RPSs maintained by local authorities.  The brief of the 
IAH is not archaeological. Its record to date with regard 
to post AD 1700 structures demonstrates that it is 
certainly not in the business of including large numbers  
of 'ruins' in its inventories. Nor should it be. Thus 
archaeological sites which have, under the current  
proposal, the mis fortune to post-date AD 1700  such as  
penal chapels, artillery fortifications, famine burial 
grounds, ruined former C of I churches, booley huts, 
battlefields, shipwrecks and so forth, are arbitrarily  
stripped of their protection. 
With all respect, the claim of the ASI that the delisting of 
these sites is a genuine attempt to regularise the 
national coverage of archaeological monuments of the 
post-medieval period is disingenuous. Surely the 
essential goal of any such regularisation should be to 
add more sites, not delist those upon which - to the 
ASI's credit - great effort and expense have already 
been expended on their inclusion in the RMP? Are they 
actually proposing that all of these sites and 
monuments, if they actually still survive in ten, fifteen or 
twenty years time, or whenever a full record of the post  
AD 1700 period can be completed,  then be reincluded 
in the RMP? Perhaps there is an innocent and genuine 
belief here that our fellow countrymen would be nice 
enough not to interfere with them in the interim. Not  
surprisingly, there are many who would not share such 
optimism.
Even within their basic proposal there are glaring 
contradictions. The two internationally significant  
artillery forts at the mouth of Cork harbour, Forts  
Carlisle and Camden will be delisted under the present  
proposal. However, the fort on Spike Island, which 
dates from the same period is curiously indeed,  
somewhat magically, immune from this fate.
Ireland has some of the best preserved 18th and 19th-
century industrial sites and landscapes in the world. In 
other jurisdictions the type of heavy industrialisation 
experienced in the second half of the nineteenth 
century, which destroyed many sites of the early 1800s 
did not take place in Ireland. This is why, in many 
respects, our industrial heritage is unique and largely  
unspoilt. The current proposal to delist nearly all of the 
industrial archaeological sites recorded in the RMP is  
entirely a retrograde step. The removal of protection 
would take us back to the period before the 1987 
Amendment to the National Monuments Acts, when 

The train at Blessington, 1932 (H.C. Casserley).
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post medieval and industrial archaeology were at the 
mercy of either developers or unsympathetic local 
authorities. I enclose a copy of my book Industrial 
Ireland 1750-1930: an Archaeology to give you some 
idea of the wealth of industrial heritage that exists in 
Ireland. Under your Department's current proposal, up 
to 95% of the archaeological sites featured in it would 
no longer be protected by the State.
The decision to remove post AD 1700 archaeological 
sites from the RMP is at best shortsighted, at worst ill-
conceived. We would respectably request that you 
would ask the members of your Department to 
reconsider their proposal and to consult more widely as 
to its ramifications.”

On 21 Sept, the Minister issued the following press 
release:
"There are no proposals to take away or diminish the 
protection regime for any category of monument. The 
position is that my Department's National Monuments  
Service is reviewing the policy for including monuments  
in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) 
because the current RMP - drawn up more than 10 
years ago - is not consistent across all counties where 
post-1700 AD monuments are concerned.”
The Minister said that the review was only one element  
of wider strategy by his Department to improve the 
management, protection, presentation and appreciation 
of Ireland's unique archaeological heritage. 
"We are working to provide high quality, accurate and 
accessible information to the public (including tourists) 
and professionals through our dedicated website 
www.archaeology.ie. A comprehensive new monu-
ments bill is also being drafted to consolidate,  
modernise and improve the legislative code for the 
protection and regulation of our archaeological 
heritage. In addition, we are developing detailed 
guidance on archaeological best practice and procedure 
based on comprehensive recommendations from an 
expert review group that has been engaged in an 
intensive examination of practice over a number of 
years.”
The Minister added that, in the context of all these 
ongoing processes and recent legislative developments  
such as the greater protections now available under the 
Planning Acts, “there are obviously issues that will arise 
as to how, and under which legislation, certain 
structures should be protected.”
The Minister said that the objective of the current review 
was to bring about greater consistency across the 
board. "There is no question of the current Record of 
Monuments and Places being revised until we have 
completed the review" he added. "When draft policy and 
criteria for updating the RMP have been developed, the 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht will 
consult with interested parties before any decisions are 
made."

The IHAI will continue to monitor the situation and make 
a point of reviewing and responding to the Department’s  
draft policy and criteria as and when they are issued. 

EXPERIMENTAL SHIPS LIFEBOAT Reggie Goodbody
The Tigh Na Mara is an unusual ships’ lifeboat designed 
and built in steel as a result of the Titanic disaster. She 
was built in England during or after the first world war,  
and there are several reasons why she is interesting. 

She is much larger than most ships’ lifeboats, being 
over 50ft in length and very beamy. As may be seen 
from the large lifting eye at bow and stern in the above 
photograph, she was designed to be lifted onto the deck 
of a liner and to sit in chocks. If there was a potential 
sinking the passengers and crew would enter the boat  
through six deck hatches behind the mainmast (since 
removed) and then the vessel would float off. As she 
was so large, she would not be sucked under by the 
sinking ship, which happened with smaller wooden 
lifeboats. 
Moreover, as large ships sink they sometimes list to one 
side or the other, and this prevents the lifeboats on the 
upper side being launched, which may have happened 
on the Titanic.  When this occurs, it reduces a ship’s  
rescue capacity by up to half. This would not have 
occurred if ships were fitted with lifeboats the size of 
Tigh Na Mara. 
It would be interesting to know the reason why they 
were not adopted. It may have been due to the problem 
of stowing them on a smart liner's decks where they 
would have affected the ascetics of the ship’s design. 
The Tigh Na Mara was bought in England by Bertie 
Waller sailed over to the Shannon in 1924. She was 
originally fitted with twin screws and had a large drop 
centreboard to enable her to sail to windward. Most of 
the original fittings still survive,  but  the present  railings  
and wheelhouse are not original.

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE: A TOURISM FOCUS
Stephanie Bourke 
On 27 September last, Europe’s Industrial Heritage took 
centre-stage in Brussels when the Tourism Unit of the 
Directorate General Enterprise & Industry of the 
European Commission hosted a conference to mark  
European and World Tourism Day 2011. 
The theme - Industrial Heritage: Differentiating the 
European Tourism Offer - attracted approximately 350 
delegates: tourism professionals; site managers,  
owners, curators, academics and enthusiasts from more 
than 25 countries.  The conference title and indeed the 
thrust and clear message from the day is that we need
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Sir William Row an 
Hamilton

to become more aware of our industrial heritage, of the 
intrinsic value of that heritage, and its potential as a 
differentiating feature in our European tourism offering.   
Presentations were many and varied; stimulating,  
informative, thought provoking and idea-generating 
during a day which began before 9am and ended just  
after 6pm.  
The first of four sessions was entitled Industrial Tourism 
Strategies. Speakers on behalf of ICOMOS, the Council 
of Europe and former TICCIH President Mr Eusebi 
Casanellles in turn gave their ideas on how industrial 
heritage and tourism can work together. Mr F. Pierrot of 
the United Nations World Tourism Organisation 
confirmed the commitment of his organisation to 
industrial heritage in the recent establishment in Poland 
of an International Documentation and Research Centre 
on Industrial Heritage and Tourism.
Session two focused on Industrial Heritage Promotion 
and New Tourism Solutions and included several 
presentations on the development of themed ‘Routes’ –
the European Route of Industrial Heritage (ERIH); the
Industrial Monuments Route – a Polish initiative in the 
region of Silesia incorporating 36 IH sites; the Pyrenean 
Iron Route; Itervitis – wine production.  Another case 
study presented was the French city of Limoges. From 
1999, the city authorities worked to reinvigorate the 
ceramic industry as the region’s unique characteristic.  
Over time, local, national and international initiatives  
were undertaken to boost employment across all 
sectors, including tourism.  The emphasis is both on the 
legacy and heritage of the industry and its contemporary  
output.
Local Development and Sustainable Policies in 
Industrial Tourism, the third session of the day, included 
presentations on the role of industrial tourism in 
sustaining communities; in the former mining region of 
Blaenavon, Wales,  now a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site; in Luxembourg, and at Zollverein in Germany.   
David Morgan, President of the European Federation of 
Museums and Tourist Railways, spoke eloquently on 
the need to conserve our industrial heritage and the role 
it can play in social regeneration.  He stressed that we 
must offer a ‘quality product’; the importance of volun-
teers and the difficulty for industrial heritage sites to be 
financially independent.   
The final session addressed the area of ‘niche’ markets  
and innovative tourism products. For example,  
contemporary industries opening their doors to tourists 
both to display past processes and up-to-the-minute 
technologies; industrial heritage sites linking themselves 
to a well-established tourist route the Camino pilgrimage 
route to Compostella in Spain. Finally, Mr Gilbert Perrin,  
President of the European Greenways Association,
made a plea for the regeneration of disused 
infrastructures - former railways and canal tow-paths -
for non-motorised sustainable tourism and future reuse.  
It was perhaps not surprising that I met Mr Perrin during 
the day in the exhibition hall at the booth of the Great  
Western Greenway, Co Mayo, which was named as a 
2011 European Destination of Excellence.
The European Destinations of Excellence Network  
(EDEN) was set up five years ago and has chosen a 
different theme for an annual award scheme.  The 2011 

theme, Regeneration of Physical Sites for Tourism 
Purposes, gives due recognition to the effort and 
collaboration of the voluntary, private and public sector 
in opening the 42km Western Greenway as part of 
Ireland’s industrial heritage.

QUATERNIONS BY THE ROYAL CANAL
Ingenious Ireland has just produced a downloadable 
podcast on what is arguably the world's greatest  
science walk – along the Royal Canal from Dunsink  
Observatory to Broom Bridge, Cabra. The eminent  
scientist William Rowan Hamilton worked at Dunsink  
and it was along this route that he invented a new type 
of algebra called Quaternions in 1843.
The podcast was recorded during the annual Hamilton 
walk organised by the Maths Dept at NUI Maynooth on 
16 Oct 2011 – the 168th anniversary of Hamilton's  
discovery. It features interviews with some of the many 
people present on the walk, including Jack Gannon,  
who wrote the Ballad of William Rowan Hamilton, and 
Noel Spain from the Royal Canal Amenity Group, which 
helped restore the Royal Canal. There are also stories  
about the canal (reopened in Oct 2010) and adjacent  
railway, the engineering of canal locks, how solitary  
waves (solitons) were first discovered by a canal, and 
the science of ducks swimming on water!
The route is 4km long and wheelchair accessible; it can 
also be reached by train along the Dublin-Maynooth 
line, starting at Ashtown and finishing at Broombridge.
To download the podcast, go to <http://ingeniousireland.
ie/podcast-audio-tours> and click on the link. You can 
then download it on to a mobile phone or MP3 player 
and off you go!

PHEW VISIT TO LIVERPOOL Ron Cox 
The Panel for Historical Engineering Works (PHEW) of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers held its annual meeting 
in Liverpool from 31 Aug to 2 Sept 2011. 
PHEW was established in 1971 to promote an under-
standing amongst civil engineers, and the broader 
public, of the rich engineering heritage of Great Britain 
and Ireland. It is organized on a regional basis, with 
members in all UK regions and in Ireland, and a number 
of corresponding members in other parts of the world.  
Dr Dermot O’Dwyer (Trinity College) currently repre-
sents Engineers Ireland on the panel, and Frank 
Robinson represents the Northern Ireland Region. Dr 
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Eastern entrance to Edge Hill cutting. 

Ron Cox (TCD) retired from the panel at the Cork  
meeting after 23 years service, but continues as a 
Corresponding Member.
The role of panel members is to identify historical 
engineering works that are worthy of recording and, in 
some cases, preserving for posterity. PHEW also 
assists civil engineers in local areas who are interested 
in the history of their profession, and also publishes a 
quarterly newsletter.
The PHEW AGM is held in late summer in different  
regional locations. In 1987 the panel met  in Belfast, in 
1992 in Dublin, in 2001 in Limerick and last year in 
Cork. This year, it was the turn of the ICE North-West  
Region to host the meeting in Liverpool. In addition to 
dealing with a lengthy agenda at the business session, 
lectures and tours of local engineering heritage sites  
made up the 2�-day event. 
The group were taken first to Edge Hill, a station on the 
Liverpool & Manchester Railway (1830), at the eastern 
end of the incline from the Lime Street terminus in the 
city centre. This section of the line, partly in tunnels and 
partly in cutting, was fully completed in 1836. When it  
opened, due to the then lack of power in the loco-
motives, carriages were separated from their engines 
and lowered to Lime Street station by gravity, their 
descent controlled by brakemen, and hauled back up to 
Edge Hill by rope from a stationary engine. The incline 
is c.1980 yards (1810m) long. The building that housed 
the winding engines survives at Edge Hill and the 
picture below shows the remaining 50yd section of one 
of the original 1836 tunnels at the end of the plat form -
claimed to be the world’s oldest rail tunnel still in use.

Liverpool was, in the past, one of the world’s busiest  
ports and much has been researched and written about  
the first enclosed fireproof dock and warehouse system 
in the world constructed at Liverpool between 1842 and 
1849 by the famous dock engineer Jesse Hartley. It was 
considered fireproofed by the fact that it was built from 
cast iron, brick and stone, with no structural wood.  
Hartley was a Yorkshire-born civil engineer who,  
between 1809 and 1816 supervised the construction of 
the Causeway Bridge in Dungarvan, and ended up 
marrying a local girl before returning to England to 
design much of the Liverpool docks between 1824 and 
1860. As testament to their enduring robustness, they 
formed the renaissance of Liverpool in the 1980s, being 
converted over time into a world-class tourist attraction 
now forming part of the Liverpool World Maritime 

Heritage Site. Around the central Albert Dock is  
Salthouse Dock and Canning Dock, all joined together 
by narrow passages spanned by swing bridges 
designed by Hartley. The dock complex was opened in 
1846 by Prince Albert, husband of Queen Victoria. 
The waterfront area at the Pier Head has become 
probably the city’s most visited feature, including as it  
does the iconic Liver Building, modelled on the Ingalls  
Building in Cincinnati, Ohio, and engineered by Louis  
Gustave Mouchel using the Hennibique ferro-concrete 
system. The building celebrated its 100th anniversary on 
19 July 2011. When opened, it was the world’s largest  
reinforced concrete-framed building and Britain’s first  
skyscraper. The Port of Liverpool Building (1904-1907) 
and the Cunard Building (1914-1917) also show off their 
stone-clad facades to good effect.

A visit was paid to the nearby ventilation tower (one of 
six) of the first road tunnel to be driven under the River 
Mersey between the city and the Wirral (the peninsula 
of land between the Mersey and Dee estuaries). 
The Queensway tunnel, named after Queen Mary and 
opened on 18 July 1934 by King George V, was then 
the longest underwater road tunnel in the world, a title it  
held for 24 years. The ventilation system incorporates  
large fans some 28ft in diameter and the six ventilation 
shafts are capable of moving 2.5 million cu. ft of air per 
minute. Designed to accommodate 6000 vehicles a day,  
the tunnel now copes with 60,000 vehicles a day! A 
second road tunnel, Kingsway, opened in June 1971. 
Most of the panel members found time to visit one or 
other of Liverpool’s two landmark cathedrals, one 

Albert Dock (1846).

Pier Head buildings, Liverpool.
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Liverpool Metropolitan 
Cathedral.

Anglican, the other Roman Catholic, the edifices being 
located about half a mile apart at either end of the 
appropriately -named Hope Street. 
Neither are ancient structures, the foundation stone of 
the Anglican cathedral on St James’s Mount having 
being laid in 1904, the tower not being completed until 
1942, and the entire project not being deemed finished

until 1978. 
Designed by Giles  
Gilbert Scott (who 
also designed Batter-
sea Power Station),  
and built mainly of 
bunter sandstone, the
total external length of 
the building, including 
the Lady Chapel, is 
620ft, making it  the 
longest church build-
ing that is a cathedral 
in the world (although 
its internal length is  
only 479ft ). The bell
tower is the largest, 
and also one of the 
tallest in the world,  
rising to 331ft and 

housing the highest ringing peal of bells in the world. 
Its Roman Catholic counterpart, known as Liverpool 
Metropolitan Cathedral but often, somewhat irreverently, 
referred to as “Paddy’s Wigwam”, is entirely different.
Designed by Frederick Gibberd, construction began in 
1962 and took five years. The cathedral is built in 

reinforced concrete 
with a Portland stone
cladding and a lead 
covering to the roof. Its 
plan is circular, with a 
diameter of 195ft and
13 chapels around its 
perimeter. The shape 
of the cathedral is 
conical, and is sur-
mounted by a tower in 
the shape of a 
truncated cone. 

The building is supported by 16 boomerang-shaped 
concrete trusses which are held together by two ring 
beams, one at the bends of the trusses and the other at  
their tops. Flying buttresses are attached to the trusses, 
giving the cathedral its tent-like appearance. Rising from 
the upper ring beam is a lantern tower, containing 
windows of stained glass, and at its peak is a crown of 
pinnacles.

--- BOOKS ---

THE GLEAM OF THE LINES: AN ILLUSTRATED 
JOURNEY THROUGH TWO CENTURIES OF IRISH 
RAILWAY HISTORY. Tom Ferris, 2011. Hardback, 256 
pages. €24.99. ISBN 978071750021.  Gill & Macmillan, 
Dublin.  
Tom Ferris has done it again with yet another great  
contribution to this essential element of Ireland’s  
development and its industrial history!
His authoritative and 
well-researched social 
history ranges from the 
early days of public 
and commercial trans-
port, including canal 
lighters, Bianconi’s 
coaches, and industrial 
wagonways, right up to 
the present-day Luas 
and Iarnr�d �ireann 
rolling stock. 
The book is copiously 
illustrated with a diverse range of images never before 
seen in print - photographs, advertising posters,  
paintings, postcards, maps and other memorabilia. An 
added bonus is a delightful atlas section published by  
the Railway Clearing House showing Ireland’s rail 
network at its zenith in 1907. 
This book will appeal not just to railway enthusiasts, but  
also deserves a place on every family bookshelf.  
Besides bookshops, it can also be obtained online at  
the special price of €19.99 direct from the publishers.
Norman Campion

Liverpool's Anglican Cathedral.

Liverpool entrance to Queensway tunnel.
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THE GOODBODYS - MILLERS, MERCHANTS AND 
MANUFACTURERS: THE STORY OF AN IRISH 
QUAKER FAMILY, 1630-1950. Michael Goodbody.  
2011. Hardback. €40/�35.  Ashfield Press, Dublin. 
Relatively little has been written about the Quakers’ role 
in the industrialisation of Ireland. They were among the 
great linen merchants of Ulster, instrumental in 
launching the first railways, and created some of the 
country’s largest manufacturing businesses in the south.
The Quakers devoted themselves to a simple life 
upholding Christian principles of honesty and the 
treatment of their fellow human beings as equals. This  
trait they put to good use in their business affairs, where 
they gained a reputation for integrity and reliability. As a 
minority group, the Quakers intermarried among 
themselves and used their familial ties to develop their 
business and industrial interests, filling the void between 
the land-owning classes and the bulk of the population 
who had been disenfranchised by the Penal Laws.
The Goodbodys were such a family, coming to 
prominence in the 19th century when they started flour 
milling, later branching out into jute, tobacco and the tea 
trade,  as well as stockbroking and the law. With an 
unusual name, they effectively created their own 
business brand.
This book follows the fortunes of the family from their 
arrival in Ireland and conversion to Quakerism, through 
their ‘quiet’ years as farmers, merchants and tanners,  
until 1826, when Robert Goodbody (1781-1860) started 
milling in Clara. He and his five sons, who were 
connected by marriage to some of the leading 
merchants and manufacturers of the day, used their 
increasing wealth not only to develop their business 

interests, but also to alleviate distress during the 
Famine years.
In 1860, the family provided lighting for the residents of 
Clara when they built the gas works, and, four years  
later, they started a major jute factory. By the early  
1900s, this forward-looking family had organised a 
motor conference at Clara to encourage the 
improvement of roads and were among of the principal 
backers of Marconi when he was developing radio.  
Because of its industrial prosperity, Clara was one of 
the few towns in the Midlands to increase its population 
between the Famine and Irish Independence.
Members of the Goodbody family were also in business 
in Tullamore, where they started a general store in 
1837, a tobacco factory in 1848 and an animal feed 
manufacturing business in 1892, as well as being 
involved in local infrastructure improvements. 
The Goodbodys were also among the first Quaker 
families to settle in Mountmellick, one of the principal 
Quaker communities in Ireland at the time, and they 
remained there for eight generations. Here they 
intermarried with other well-known families such as the 
Bewleys and the Pims, who started factories for the 
manufacture of woollen and cotton goods. 
As well as detailing the history of the Goodbodys, this 
book also looks at  the impact the Quakers had on the 
Irish economy, and opens a window on the extra-
ordinary accumulation of commercial power and wealth 
by a few closely-related families who were at the fore-
front of industrial development of the time.
The Goodbody story is not just an account of a 
successful family; it also follows the fortunes of those 
who fell on hard times. In some instances these 
individuals found themselves sharing the fate of the 
millions of 19th-century Irish emigrants who endured 
enormous hardships in an attempt to find a better life in 
the textile factories of England or on the other side of 
the Atlantic.  

OLD TRAMS OF DUBLIN, 1868-1959 
Running time 58 minutes. DVD -R format. Available 
from Power Video Producers, Dublin (<www.powervid.
com>; tel 01 4560982).
Dublin’s tram system was the largest in the British Isles,  
with over 300 tram cars and a 66-mile network of tracks 
that stretched from 
Blessington in Co 
Wicklow, to Leixlip, 
Co Kildare. 
The first trams 
appeared in the 
1870s and were 
horse-drawn. Elect-
rification followed in 
1901 and the 
double-decker trams 
faithfully served the 
citizens of Dublin 
until 1959, when the 
Hill of Howth Tram 
plied its last journey.
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This DVD, produced by Leo Sheeran of Power Video 
Productions, Dublin, takes us back to these halcyon 
days with moving images of the various trams in action.  
It is a tribute to the work of the Transport Museum in 
Howth and the dedication of its members. Their 
endeavours suffered many stebacks from time to time 
due to mindless vandalism. If film footable had been 
more available,  it would have enhanced the  
presentation which had to rely on stills in some parts. All 
proceeds from the DVD’s sale will go to the Museum. 
Norman Campion

LES PLUS BEAUX LIEUX DU PATRIMOINE 
INDUSTRIEL (INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF FRANCE)  
Michelin Publications, 2011. 386 pages. €22.15 incl p&p 
from <www.michelin-boutique.com>. 
Michelin tyres; Michelin maps; then followed Michelin 
guides – to hotels and restaurants, churches and 
abbeys, and to castles.  Perhaps it was just a matter of 
time but Michelin has certainly done some service to 
France’s industrial heritage in producing this new guide.  
More than 200 sites are featured across eight regions in 
what is an attractive, clearly laid-out publication,  
enlivened and enhanced by top-class colour 
photographs. Although in French, the book is very user-
friendly. A map of each region allows the reader to 
locate sites; a symbol denotes whether sites are in use,  
converted, or museums.  Practical information in the 
form of web site address, opening schedules and 
entrance fees are given for each site. 
The expression ‘something for everyone’ comes to 
mind, collated and packaged by Michelin: a museum of 
lace in Calais; glass-making at Arques; a workers’ city 
established by heating entrepreneur Jean Baptiste 
Godin; sardine processing in Brittany; dams;  
Benedictine liqueur production at Fecamp, Normandy; a 
museum devoted to reading glasses in the Jura region.   
Textiles, paper mills, mining heritage all feature as well.  
Michelin stars are attributed - one, two or three.  As in 
the culinary field, the top accolade is rare – only the 
Schlumpf Car Museum and Train City both located in 
Mulhouse, are in this category.  The Michelin Adventure
site in Clermont Ferrand merits two stars. 
Although there is an index, an overall list of the sites is 
missing from the guide. It is also noteworthy that La 
Fert�-sous-Jouarre, renowned throughout Europe for its  
quarries and the quality of its milling stones has not yet 
carved a place for itself in this new sector of industrial 
heritage, with a strong tourism emphasis.  
The theme of the European Tourism Day Conference 
organised by the EU Commission in 2011 was Industrial 
Heritage: Differentiating the European Tourism Offer. Is  
it a coincidence that this new Michelin Guide appeared 
in the same year?
Much is changing in Europe and this new guide to 
France’s industrial heritage will perhaps encourage 
other similar works to appear.
Stephanie Bourke
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--- 000 ---

My thanks to Stephanie Bourke, Nick Brannon, Norman 
Campion, Richard Collins, Ron Cox, Brian Goggin,  
Reggie Goodbody, Daphne Hamond, Mary Mulvihill and 
Mark Sissons for their contributions to this newsletter:  
Please send any articles for the next one to the editor at  
the above address. 


