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NEWSLETTER
DIARY DATES
18 Jan

‘The Conservation Engineer’ by Ivor
McElveen. 8pm, Engineers Ireland, 22 Clyde
Rd, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

March

IHAI AGM, Print Museum, Beggars Bush,
Haddington Rd, Dublin 4. Details to follow.

May

IHAI fieldtrip to South Tipperary. Details later.

EDITORIAL
Just over a year has elapsed since the last newsletter,
for which your editor can only apologise and proffer the
excuse of ‘pressure of work’. The recession has given
me the breathing space to tackle a growing backlog of
survey reports, now somewhat diminished thankfully. So
this issue is very much a record of what has happened
during 2009 and a review of publications. Normal
service will be resumed with the next newsletter in
February, but do keep your eye on the IHAI website for
forthcoming events and updates. Copies of this and
previous newsletters can also be downloaded from this
site. Thank you for your patience and may I wish you all
a Happy New Year.
VINCENT CONAGHAN
It is with deep regret that we
report the death of Vincent
Conaghan on 15 July 2008.
Vincent was a founder
member of the IHAI and
brought a unique blend of
enthusiasm, knowledge and
practical experience to the
industrial heritage world.
A fitter and turner by trade, he
served his apprenticeship in
Brown`s Foundry and Engineering Works, Letterkenny
Co Donegal. During this period he was introduced to the
installation and overhauling of steam engines and
various factory and bakery plant. Foundry and pattern
making practice also formed a part of this training.
In the 1940s, as part of the wartime necessity, he was
involved in the reactivation of flax and corn mills in
North Donegal. He also worked on the overhauling of
the civil engineering plant on the Erne hydro electric
scheme, Ballyshannon, Co Donegal in 1946. Then, after
a brief period with the Esso Oil Company, he found
employment with CIE at the Rail Works in Inchicore,
Dublin. He worked there as a supervisor for 28 years,
during which time he was Millwright Foreman
responsible for the maintenance and installation of all
plant and machinery in the Rail Works. Vincent
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witnessed the changeover from steam to diesel and
oversaw the introduction of diesel railcars and
passenger rolling stock and, in more modern times, the
building of mainline high-speed passenger carriages.
Vincent also took “time out” in his busy work schedule to
study music, sing with his beloved wife Winnie in the St
James Choir and Bohemians Musical Club, and also
become President of his equally beloved County
Donegal Association Dublin.
His service to industrial heritage is probably best
exemplified by the consultancy work which he
undertook for the Office of Public Works, most notably
the restoration of the corn and flax mill at Newmills,
Letterkenny in his native Donegal. His experience of
working on these sites in the 1940s gave him an
appreciation of the basic engineering excellence to be
found in this type of monument. Vincent always
expressed his concern that this sense of excellence
should not be lost. He never missed an opportunity to
pass on his expert skills and knowledge to his works
colleagues and associates and the onus rests with us in
the IHAI to see that his legacy is carried forward. As a
stalwart supporter and active member of our
Association, Vincent will be remembered with affection
and sorely missed by all.

Vincent (5th from left) with work colleagues in front of a Commer fire
engine at the Inchicore Works.

Vincent’s family have generously presented his lathe
and other tools to the IHAI and it is intended that they
will be displayed at Newmills by the OPW.
Paul McMahon

ARCHAEOLOGY OF IRISH INDUSTRY: RECENT
EXCAVATIONS
There was an excellent attendance at the above
conference which was held at the Louth County
Museum, Dundalk on Saturday 15th November 2008. It
was organised by the IHAI and supported by the
Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland, Dublin City
Council, ESB and the Heritage Council. The attendees

were treated to a set of fascinating presentations by a
wide range of speakers, whilst the museum provided an
excellent and interesting venue containing a number of
interesting artefacts relating to the county’s many
industries.
Dr Ruth Johnson commenced the proceedings with a
paper outlining the process of incorporating policies on
industrial heritage into the Dublin City Development
Plan. The first stage of recording sites is on-going and
this will be followed up by assessment in due course.
Increasing the awareness of industrial archaeology and
heritage among all of the stakeholders and decision
makers is seen as critical to success and this is an
important current element of the process. The
promotion of industrial archaeology is not aided by the
National Monuments Act, which restricts protection to
artefacts dating from before 1700 only. The lack of a
suitable repository for objects discovered during Speakers at the Dundalk Conference included (from left to right) Jerry
O’Sullivan, Franc Myles, Martin Keery, Stephen Gilmore, Dave Kilner
excavations is another significant issue that needs to be and Mary McMahon.
addressed. The presentation was enlivened by
reference to a number of specific cases, which indicate that the plant was relatively simple, dated from
illustrated the points being made.
the early part of the 19 th century, and that the gas was
Later in the morning, David Kilner outlined the origins, probably used only to light the factory. At Chapelizod
organisation and importance of the Dr W A McCutcheon the base of a masonry gas holder was uncovered.
th
Industrial Heritage Archive. The archive is a very Again, the structure appeared to be of early 19 century
important historical and social resource and consists of date and was probably used for storing gas for lighting.
material complied during Dr McCutcheon’s survey work The excavation of a former glassworks at
on the Industrial Heritage Record of Northern Ireland Ballymacarrett, Belfast, on the site of the now(itself a map-based archive of over 18,000 industrial demolished Sirocco Works, was described by Martin
sites) including approximately 28,000 photographs, Keery. The site, located on reclaimed land alongside
together with slides and other material. David outlined in the River Lagan, developed as an industrial area in the
detail the immense task of organising and archiving the 18th century. The first glasshouse was established by
material and illustrated his talk with examples showing Benjamin Edwards in 1776. However, the excavated
how the records could be used to enhance the glasshouse was one established by John Smylie, which
understanding of the heritage of specific places such as began producing glass bottles in 1786 and which was
the Newry Canal.
the largest in Britain and Ireland with an outer diameter
The site is of considerable importance, as
The remainder of the presentations were based on the of 26 metres.
th
findings of a number of excavations. The first of the few 18 century glasshouses have been excavated.
excavations to be described was at John’s Bridge, The excavations also revealed evidence of other
Kilkenny. In a well-illustrated presentation, Ian Doyle industrial activities, including a clay pipe works.
outlined the history of the bridge as revealed during Following a lunch break, which also allowed time to
excavations related to the River Nore Drainage Scheme view some of the exhibits in the museum, Jerry
City between 2001 and 2003. There appears to have O’Sullivan (on behalf of Brendan Wilkins, John Tierney
been a crossing point at John’s Bridge since the earliest and himself) illustrated how excavations undertaken as
times and the excavations showed that the alignment of part of the National Roads Authority developments
the crossing altered somewhat over the centuries. A revealed new evidence for the presence of local
bridge of four to seven arches, probably dating from the industrial activities in rural Galway. Specifically, he dealt
16th century, founded on oak rafts and built using wattle with the excavation of the remains of a spade mill and
centring, was replaced by a three-arch bridge following lime kiln at Coololla, near Aughrim, and a brick making
a major flood in October 1763. This bridge was replaced site at Brusk, near Athenry. Small rural industrial sites
in turn in 1910 by the current bridge which is an early such as these are seldom excavated and are valuable
reinforced concrete structure using the Hennebique in providing an insight into how artisan labour, expertise
system.
and materials were organised to supply local markets in
The excavation of small-scale gasworks and gas a rural setting.
holders at two sites at Islandbridge and Chapelizod, The history of brick-making at two sites, Castle Espie,
Dublin was the principal theme addressed by Claire near Strangford Lough, Co. Down and Annadale,
Walsh. Her presentation gave the audience an Belfast, both using Hoffmann kilns, was outlined by
excellent understanding of the various industries and Stephen Gilmore. He compared and contrasted the
activities that were carried out on the island over the development and subsequent decline of the two sites,
centuries, including textile manufacture, brewing and as evidenced from the existing remains and other
distilling, and illustrated how a site such as this can sources. Whilst the Annadale works were part of an
become very complex. Only limited remains of the gas urban brick making complex, close to a major market,
manufacturing plant at Islandbridge were extant and the Castle Espie site was in a rural area, relatively
thus excavated. However, these were sufficient to remote from its main markets, and which is now of
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wildlife importance. The kilns at both sites, although
based on the same principle, were significantly different
in layout. That at Castle Espie was one of the earliest
oblong kilns in these islands, whilst the kiln at Annadale
was circular.
The final presentation, by Franc Myles, enthralled the
audience with the story of a secret and little known
explosives
works
which
operated
at
Army
Headquarters, Phoenix Park, Dublin during and
immediately after the ’Emergency’ years of World War
2. Details of the plant emerged during excavations
carried out prior to the construction of the new criminal
courts complex. The development of the works was
driven by a shortage of materials, especially
phosphorous and potassium chlorate, for the production
of matches, explosives and similar material during this Pictured at the Award’s ceremony (from left to right): Fred Hamond,
period. The operation, which continued for some time Sandy Lloyd, Robert Guinness, Tom Dolan (courtesy ESB).
after the end of the war, gave rise to many complaints
from local residents on account of odours. One of the Dolan and Sandy Lloyd, the site’s owners. Assisted by
principal beneficiaries of The Plant, as the site was their family, they have restored the once-derelict waterknown, was the match manufacturing company of powered cornmill and it is now open to the public for
demonstration purposes. Their efforts show what can be
Maguire and Patterson.
The proceedings were achieved with vision, dedication and sheer hard graft!
brought to a close by The Lifetime Achievement Award went to Robert
Margaret Gowen who, in Guinness. As most of you know, he runs the Steam
her address, noted that Museum at Straffan where a number of engines which
industrial archaeology was he has rescued have been restored to working order for
not just relevant to recent public enjoyment. They are housed in a former church
centuries but that manu- which Robert brought from Inchicore Railway Works.
facturing was an activity The Publications Award went to Fred Hamond for the
that dated back to the very production of the IHAI newsletter since 1999. ‘Nuff said!
origins of human activity. Our thanks go to the ESB, and Brendan Delany in
Indeed, industry was often particular, for hosting this most enjoyable event.
the greatest expression of
the level of ingenuity of a
particular time. However, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
the Industrial Revolution
The AGM of the IHAI took place on Saturday 16th May
brought with it increasingly
2009 at Belmont Mill, Belmont, Co Offaly by kind
more complex processes
Mary McMahon, President of the and sites. Consequently, permission of its owners, Sandy Lloyd and Tom Dolan.
IHAI with Margaret Gowan,
Reports on the Association’s activities and finances
Chairperson of the Institute of archaeologists may now were given by Ron Cox and Robert Guinness
have to contend with a
Archaeologists of Ireland.
respectively and a new committee elected (see end of
palimpsest
of
these
newsletter for details).
complexities, some of which lie outside of their
traditional
education and
training.
In
these Dr Colin Rynne took over as IHAI President and we
circumstances, an inter-disciplinary approach is thank Mary McMahon for her unstinting unprecedented
essential and archaeologists must link with other presidential efforts on behalf of our Association. Colin,
relevant professionals in order to fully understand the who lectures in Archaeology at
University College Cork, will be
context and meaning of excavations.
known
to many of you as a
Michael Grace
regular participant on our field
excursions and author of the
IHAI AWARDS 2008
seminal work on Ireland’s
The fourth annual IHAI Awards ceremony took place on industrial heritage Industrial
27th February 2009 at ESB headquarters, 29 Fitzwilliam Ireland 1750-1930: an ArchSt, Dublin. This was a particularly appropriate venue as aeology, published in 2006.
the ESB have generously sponsored our awards over
Colin Rynne.
the past number of years.
The awards are in recognition of organisations and
individuals who strive to promote and preserve Ireland’s The meeting was followed by a talk by Tom Dolan on
industrial heritage. They were presented by Brid Horan, Belmont Mill and then a guided tour of the premises. For
Executive Director for ESB Customer Supply & Group more information on the complex and a comprehensive
Services.
survey of the mill, go to <www.belmontmill.com>. Our
The Industrial Heritage Site/Museum Award went to thanks to Tom, Sandy and family for hosting the event
Belmont Mill, Co Offaly and was presented to Tom and providing us with such an excellent lunch.
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Participants at the 2009 AGM (courtesy Brian Goggins).

TOUR OF WEST OFFALY
This followed the AGM on 16th May. Our first port of call
was Belmont Bridge, a short walk down the lane from
the mill. This 18th century five-arch masonry road
bridge over the Brosna River has many features typical
of its period of construction - plain design, random
rubble construction, pedestrian refuges and high pier
width to arch span ratio. A mill race runs through its
west end, being diverted towards the mill from a
massive weir just upstream from the bridge. This
structure is an 1851 rebuild by the Board of Public
Works of the one removed when the river was dredged
as part of the Brosna Drainage Scheme of 1847-60.

the Grand Canal Company’s five hotels survives on the
canalside, albeit in a derelict state (the others were at
Portobello, Sallins, Robertstown and Tullamore). A new
Waterways Ireland utility building had just been
completed at the time of our visit.

Griffith Bridge (left) and Ruth Delany (right).

It was then on to Banagher, crossing en route the
former Clara – Banagher Railway opened by the Great
Southern & Western Railway in 1884. At the far end of
the town is the six-arch Banagher Bridge over the
River Shannon, erected in 1841-43 by the Shannon
Commissioners as part of their upgrading of the
Shannon Navigation and a replacement of a 17-arch
bridge of c.1690. The navigation originally passed under
a cast-iron swing bridge at the Offaly end, but the latter
was replaced in 1971 with a fixed concrete span.

Belmont Bridge (left) and Weir (right).

A short walk up the road brought us to the Grand Canal
and Belmont Lock. This particular stretch of canal
opened in 1804 and the lock is the only double one on
the canal. The picturesque
scene is completed by a
lock house, bridge and
store.

At the SE end of the bridge is the derelict shell of the
Bridge Malt House a late 1800s maltings formerly
belonging to F.A. Waller. Its west end incorporates a
late 1700s water-powered flour mill known as
Haughton's Mills. This mill appears to have gone out of
use by the 1840s. The maltings operated until the 1970s
when Messrs Waller amalgamated with D.E. Williams of
Tullamore to form the Williams Waller Group. Malting
continued at the nearby Crank Malt House and at
Banagher Maltings, SE of the town.

Belmont lock complex.

We then boarded our coach and headed for Shannon
Harbour, where the Grand Canal arrived in 1804.
Griffith Bridge dates from the previous year and carries
the road over the canal just east of the harbour. One of
4

GAVIN BOWIE ARCHIVE
Dr Gavin Bowie, as some of you will know, was one of
the pioneer’s in the recording of Ireland’s industrial
heritage. He came to be involved in survey work
through his Ph.D studies at Queen’s University, Belfast
on the topic of stationary steam engines and other
prime movers in Ireland. Whilst engaged in his studies
during the 1970s, he fell in with Ken Mawhinney of An
Foras Forbartha who commissioned him to record
industrial sites in various counties throughout Ireland.
As a result of this work, Gavin collected a substantial
number of notes, documents and photographs, all of
which he has now generously presented to the IHAI.
Robert Guinness facilitated the collection of these items
from Gavin’s Hampshire base.
The Irish Architectural Archive has kindly agreed to look
after Gavin’s archive on our behalf and make it
accessible to the public. Ken undertook the archive’s
cataloguing before it was formally presented to the IAA
on 29 October last, at the same time as the launch of
our conference proceedings.
We were delighted that Gavin was able to be present at
the event, along with Ken and John Courlander, their
former colleague who also surveyed many industrial
sites on behalf of An Foras. Another special guest was
Dorothy Conaghan, daughter of the late Vincent
Conaghan.
A listing of all the IHAI’s holdings in the AIA can be
found on our website, <www.ihai.ie>. If you have any
industry-related material which you would like to donate,
please contact a member of the Archive Sub-committee
- Norman Campion, Ken Mawhinney or Ruth Delany.

Banagher Bridge (left) and Bridge Malt House (right).

At the far end of the bridge we viewed an impressive
early 1800s Martello Tower and traced the original line
of the Shannon Navigation. This contained a flash lock
(i.e. single set of gates), alongside which was a Lock
House built by Thomas Omer in the 1750s.
We then headed eastwards to Kilcormac where we
viewed Kilcormac Maltings. This site originated as a
distillery around 1800 but was redeveloped as a
maltings later on that century. It was operated by D.E.
Williams and then by Messrs Larkin, Maher & McCann
right up to the 1970s. This is now the only unaltered
malt house in the county to survive in a reasonably
intact state, and one of the few to be found outside the
distilling towns of Tullamore, Birr and Banagher.
A walk along the Silver River brought us to Park Mill,
our final site of the day. This water-powered flour mill
also dates from around 1800 but was converted to a
corn store around 1900. It was owned for a time by D.E.
Williams of Tullamore. The shell of the mill incorporates
a kiln and there is also a second kiln near the road.

Kilcormac Maltings (left) and Park Mill (right).

Then it was back to Tullamore where we dispersed by
car and train, thoroughly pleasantly exhausted after our
action-packed trip!
LAUNCH OF ‘ARCHAEOLOGY OF IRISH INDUSTRY’
The published proceedings of the IHAI’s Dundalk
conference (described by Michael Grace earlier) were
formally launched by Michael Coulter, Director of Built
Heritage, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, at a
reception held at the Irish Architectural Archive’s
th
headquarters at 45 Merrion Square, Dublin on 29
October 2009.
The event was attended by some 30 members and
guests, all of whom were welcomed by our new
President, Dr Colin Rynne. Mary McMahon thanked all
associated with the conference and ensuing publication
(the sub-committee comprised Mary, Stephanie Bourke,
Brendan Delany, Sarah-Jane Halpin, and Michael Lynch
- Ed). The various sponsors were also acknowledged Dublin City Council, ESB and the Heritage Council.
Copies of this attractive and informative book are priced
at €20 (incl p&p) and can be obtained from the
Manager, Ardgillan Castle, Skerries, Co Dublin (tel 018492212).
5

conveniently ignored the point that the components
were being manufactured in England and imported, with
a tariff being paid on these. The Irish part of the task
was just the assembly of the machines but this did
reduce the overall tariff that would otherwise have been
payable if the completed machine had been imported.
The photograph of the motorcycle clearly shows the
Irish script used for the name 'Fagan' on the machine,
just to emphasise its Irishness. Close examination of
pictures of this and other similar motorcycles of the
period show many of their components are identical with
most of the other manufacturers' machines. The engine,
too, is the ubiquitous Villiers two-stroke manufactured in
Wolverhampton and used as the power-plant in most of
the other small motorcycles at that time.

ALLIHIES MINING HERITAGE
The Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland Newsletter of
November 2009 drew attention to a new publication by
the Allihies Copper Mine Museum of a self-guided trail
to the district’s mining heritage. The ‘jewel in the crown’
is the 1862 Man Engine used to lower miners down the
shaft. It was conserved in the mid 2000s thanks to the
efforts of the MHTI and funding by the Heritage Council.
Further details of the museum can be found on the
museum website <www.acmm.ie>, or tel 027-2773218.
IHAI GOES NATIONWIDE
During the past summer, or what passes as summer, a
programme was recorded by RTE at Shackleton’s Mill,
Lucan. It featured the work of the IHAI and Fingal
County Council in the preservation of the mill. The
producer was Alistair Jackson and the contributors were
Colin Rynne, Michael Lynch and Norman Campion from
the IHAI, and Rory O’Dulaing of Fingal CC.
Filming of the various aspects of the programme took
most of a day, but was condensed into seven minutes
on the editing table. It is due to be broadcast on RTE 1
early in 2010. When a definite date is known, it will be
posted on the IHAI website. If you miss the actual
broadcast, information on how to view it on the RTE
website will also be given.
Norman Campion

The production total was quite small and is estimated to
have been under 50 and whether any still exist, even in
a museum, is not known.

THE IRISH MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY
There was a motorcycle industry in Ireland for a short
time in the 1930s, the 'Fagan' motorcycle being produced in a small workshop in central Dublin.
At the time there were heavy tariffs imposed on imports
into Ireland from England (de Valera's 'Irish only' policy "what we want, we will produce ourselves" - was partly
responsible for this situation) and so it was decided to
build motorcycles locally to avoid having to pay the high
tariff. Like many of the smaller motorcycle
manufacturers in England, it was a tiny firm which just
built machines to order and did not hold a stock of
completed motorcycles, often not even having a stock of
component parts. There was certainly no Henry Ford
production line! One placed an order for a motorcycle
which would be "available in a month's time". This
implied there was such a demand for the machines that
a waiting list was being operated. The reality was that a
month was just the time needed to construct the vehicle!
Like many of the lesser motorcycle makers across the
Irish Sea, most of the component parts were bought-in,
such as the engine, headlamp, petrol-tank, wheels, and
even in some cases the frame. So the manufacturers
were really just assemblers of components obtained
from a multitude of suppliers, and these often being very
small businesses in themselves.
The 'Fagan' motorcycle was assembled in Dublin from
parts mostly obtained from England, including the frame
from Diamond, with only a few parts locally made. It is
believed the mudguards were bought-in from a local
metal-worker and one or two other minor parts and then
the machine was spray-painted in the workshop. In
other words, it was almost a kit that was assembled
each time an order was received. Of course, this

Alan Birt

FUNDS FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS
The website <www.ffhb.org.uk> is a comprehensive
online guide to funding for anyone wishing to repair,
restore or convert any historic building in the UK and
Northern Ireland which is listed, scheduled, or in a
conservation area and of acknowledged historic merit. It
includes details of virtually all the main funding sources
which specialise in historic buildings, as well as many
which provide funding for historic building projects within
a wider remit such as regeneration programmes.
Access is free to all users and the website allows you to
search for a specific funding source, or for all sources
which may be relevant to your project. It also gives
useful advice on how to maximise your chances of
success when making funding applications.
The website has been created by the Architectural
Heritage Fund with partial funding from English
Heritage, CADW, Historic Scotland and the Northern
Ireland Environment Agency.
AIA RELOCATES
The Association for Industrial Archaeology has moved
its office from Leicester University to the Ironbridge
Institute, Ironbridge Gorge Museum, Coalbrookdale,
Telford, Shropshire TF8 7DX. Email aia-enquiries@
contacts.bham.ac.uk. Tel (+44) 01325 359846. The
AIA’s website continues to be <www.industrial-arch
aeology.org.uk>.
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DUBLIN DOCKLANDS: AN URBAN VOYAGE. Turtle
Bunbury, 2009. €30. ISBN 978-0-9558155-1-5. Dublin:
Montague Publications Group on behalf of the Dublin
Docklands Authority.

--- BOOK REVIEWS --The editor would welcome additional book reviews by
readers and also notice of recent publications on
industrial heritage themes.

More than any other
single
engineer,
Alexander Nimmo put
shape on Co Mayo.
He laid down roads
from Leenane to
Westport, Westport
to Achill, Castlebar to
Belmullet, Ballina to
Belmullet and down
the Mullet peninsula,
and many more. He
also built piers and
harbours
at
Blacksod, Ely, Killala,
Achill, Clare Island,
Old
Head
and
Bundurr-acha.
The
Belmullet Canal was proposed by him and he started
the construction of a canal alongside the River Moy in
Ballina town: the two islets at Belleek are the remains of
this canal. His Gothic arch bridge on the Achill road is a
monument to him; his small pier at Ely, supervised
under his direction by William Bald and built by starving
men in the famine years, is characteristic of the solid,
reliable structures he designed for remote stations.
Who was this engineer, friend and colleague of Thomas
Telford and other greats of his time? What was he doing
in Mayo and generally in the west of Ireland ? What did
he do elsewhere in Ireland and Britain?
This new book tells, for the first time, the story of his life
and works, illustrated with photographs, bringing to life
his achievements as our first public works engineer.
Researched over four years by Noel Wilkins, Professor
of Zoology at Galway University, it describes how the
Ordnance Survey of Ireland, the Office of Public Works,
the Fisheries Commission and the Hydrographic Survey
all commenced in the decades that Nimmo worked in
Ireland and how much their origin owes to his actions.
For the first time we can see the steps that were taken
in the first three decades of the 19th century to develop
Ireland’s natural resources and to introduce the
techniques of the Industrial Revolution to this country.
This promising start to industrialisation was later swept
away by the great Famine.
Anyone interested in the topography and history of Co
Mayo and the West, or in pre-famine Ireland will find this
book rewarding and an essential source of new
information.

A new book by
author, travel writer
and historian Turtle
Bunbury takes the
form of an historical
tour
through
the
Dublin docklands.
The author begins
with a concise review
of how the docklands
area developed over
time, from swampy
marshland at the
mouth of the River
Liffey
to
today’s
major regeneration of
the older sections of the port east of the Custom House.
He follows this with an examination of the activities of
the
Dublin
Dockland
Development
Authority,
established in 1997 ‘to produce a social democratic
model,
incorporating
integrated
sustainable
development that would breathe new life into the area’.
The further development and regeneration process will
be guided over the next ten years by the Docklands
Authority Master Plan 2008, to which the IHAI
contributed observations prior to its adoption.
The six chapters in the book are variously entitled
‘Custom House Quay’, ‘North Wall’, ‘East Wall’,
‘Westland Row & the South Quays’, ‘Grand Canal
Docks’, and ‘Ringsend & Poolbeg’. Each chapter is
prefaced with a brief introduction to the area covered,
followed by what the author calls a ‘Streetwise’. This is
a listing of the principal streets, bridges, docks, etc. in
the area with historical information on such matters as
the derivation of place names. Each ‘Streetwise’ is
accompanied by one of Peter Barlow’s impressively
clear and detailed oblique aerial photographs.
The main content of each chapter reflects the results of
the author’s research into the infrastructural heritage of
the docklands coupled with an appreciation of its recent
sustainable development. There is a useful bibliography
to support further reading and research.
Turtle Bunbury manages very successfully to combine
the intriguing history of Dublin’s Docklands with a social
commentary on times past and how the docklands have
been reborn in recent years. The book, whose design
and layout is excellent, with numerous high quality
illustrations, is essential to an understanding of what
there is to be seen today, the ultra-modern buildings
combined with the adaptation of the earlier industrial
heritage.
It is available in selected book stores and directly from
the Docklands Authority, 52-55 Sir John Rogerson's
Quay, Docklands, Dublin 2 (email info@dublindock
lands.ie; tel 01-8183300).

Mayo Historical & Archaeological Society

Ron Cox

ALEXANDER NIMMO MASTER ENGINEER 17831832: PUBLIC WORKS AND CIVIL SURVEYS. Noel P.
Wilkins, 2009. €35. ISBN 978-0-7165-2995-8. Irish
Academic Press, Dublin.
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throughout the book to bring the social history of the
canal to life. Details of the wildlife and habitats that have
flourished along the canal since its closure form a
fascinating other side to the story. Previous work by
members of the Heritage Council Waterways
Committee and the Inland Waterways Association of
Ireland was also very helpful in drawing together the
story of the Canal.
The book has been designed and written for a general
audience and it is hoped that it will bring the story of
canals in Ireland to a wider audience. Copies are
available free of charge from Catherine Casey, Heritage
Officer, Laois County Council, Portlaoise, Co Laois
(email ccasey@laoiscoco.ie; tel 057-867-4348). The
book can also be downloaded in PDF format from
<www.laois.ie/heritage>. The original technical report An Ecological and Industrial Survey of the Mountmellick
Canal - is also available to download at the same site.

JOURNAL OF THE MINING HERITAGE TRUST OF
IRELAND
The
MHTI’s
8th
Journal of Dec 2008
contains the following
articles: ‘The Mining
Company of Ireland’s
leases, trials and
developments’
(by
Des Cowman; ‘Silica
sand quarrying on
Muckish
Mountain,
Co Donegal’ (Alastair
Lings); ‘An introduction to some historic
mines of Glenmalure,
Co Wicklow’ (John
Morris); ‘Two Kerry
lead-silver mines –
Kenmare and Castlemaine’ (Des Cowman).
Copies are obtainable from MHTI, c/o ERA-Maptec, 36
Dame St, Dublin 2, or c/o Geological Survey of Ireland,
Beggars Bush, Haddington Rd, Dublin 4. Contact
Matthew Parkes at GSI for price/p&p (email
mparkes@museum.ie; tel 087-1221967).

Catherine Casey

THE MOUNTMELLICK CANAL. Mary Ann Williams,
2008. ISBN 978-1-899642-08-3. Laois County Council,
Portlaoise.
A book on the built
and natural heritage
of the Mountmellick
Canal
has
been
published by Laois
County Council with
the assistance of the
Heritage Council.
Written by Mary Ann
Williams,
it
was
inspired and informed
by a detailed survey
carried out in 2006 by
Fred Hamond and
John Feehan of the
now disused canal.
Built by the Grand
Canal Company between 1827 and 1831, the canal ran
for 19km from Monasterevin (Co Kildare) to
Mountmellick (Co Laois). It was a vital conduit of trade
and commerce for over 100 years, particularly for the
transportation of grain, malt and flour to and from
Portarlington and Mountmellick (sometimes called the
“Manchester of Ireland” on account of its advanced
state of industrial development in the early 1800s).
Although abandoned since 1960, the three locks along
the canal can still be traced, along with their associated
lock keepers’ houses and numerous bridges. The canal
is equally important as a reservoir of biodiversity,
supporting a wide range of plants and animals.
Family archive photos and interviews with local people
around Mountmellick and Portarlington are used

Pictured at the book’s launch at the Mountmellick Development
Association’s headquarters in January 2009 are (from left to right):
Catherine Casey (Laois Heritage Officer), Mary Lawlor (Laois Heritage
Forum), John Moloney TD Minister of State, Mary Ann Williams
(author), and John Feehan (University College, Dublin).

CARLOW GRANITE: YEARS OF HISTORY WRITTEN
IN STONE. Michael J. Conry, 2006. €40 + p&p. ISBN 09535876-4-9. Chapelstown Press, Avila, Chapels-town,
Carlow.
Dedicated to Dan
Morrissey (1911-70),
founder of the Co
Carlow quarrying and
concrete company of
the same name, this
lavishly
illustrated
368-page hardback
examines every conceivable aspect of
granite in Co Carlow,
70% of which is
underlain by it.
Part 1 – the Carlow
Landscape – describes how granite
has
affected the
county’s topography,
soils and agriculture. Part 2 – the Built Heritage –
begins with a discussion of the various sources of
8

in Ireland. Unlike a conventional gravity dam, which is
kept in place by its sheer weight, the much thinner wall
of the buttress dam resists toppling by buttresses along
its dry side. Work on the 106m (350ft) Carrigadrohid
Dam also commenced in 1953. This was of the
conventional gravity type, in reinforced-concrete. Both
dams were built by the Paris-based Société de
Construction des Batignolles of Paris. The Inniscarra
Dam housed 4MW and 15MW turbines, and the
Carrigadrohid one an 8MW turbine – all of which are still
in operation today.
The project also entailed numerous road diversions and
three new bridges - Rooves Bridge across the lower
reservoir, and Lee Bridge and Bealahaglashin Bridge
over the upper one. This work was placed with John
Paul & Co of Donnybrook and is also well documented
and illustrated in the book.
With the dams and road infrastructure completed, the
reservoirs created by the two dams were filled in late
1956. The scheme was officially opened by President
Erskine Childers on 30th September 1957.
The scheme employed over 600 workers, many of
whom lived in temporary accommodation provided by
the contractors. Recreational acitivites are recounted,
as are the various labour disputes which inevitably
arose from time to time. A chapter is also devoted to the
many archaeological and historic sites submerged by
the reservoirs, notably Mashanaglass horizontal mill,
Cork & Macroom Railway, and Dripsey Paper Mill.
The three final chapters examine the legacy of the Lee
Scheme – the measures taken to preserve fishing
stocks, the various water sports created by the
reservoirs, Cork’s water supply, and automation of the
generating plant. Particularly interesting is the chapter
on memories of the various people involved with
different aspects of the scheme over the past 50 years.
I would have no hesitation in recommending this wellresearched, written and illustrated book to anyone
interested in Ireland’s social and infrastructural
development. The ESB and the two authors are to be
congratulated for this book and the Lilliput Press for the
high quality of its design and production.

granite (boulder fields and quarries), its qualities, and
how it was extracted, transported and worked to its final
form. A wide range of granite structures and buildings,
both ancient and modern, are then highlighted. Less
obvious utilitarian features are also covered, such as
the Carlow fence, gate posts, corn stands, culm
crushers, duck houses (no expense spared!),
milestones and stiles. Part 3 – the Last of the
Stonecutters – focuses on the numerous stonecutters in
different parts of the county, in many instances with
photographs of the men and examples of their craft.
Four large estates are also examined in detail (Borris,
Castletown, Lisnavagh and Oak Park). The book
concludes with a comprehensive bibliography, glossary
of terms, and index.
One can only gasp in awe at the meticulous fieldwork
which must have gone into this book (reflected in three
pages of acknowledgements), and Michael’s discovery
of rare and out-of-the-way granite structures. Extremely
readable, virtually every page has at least one
instructively captioned full-colour illustration.
Although focused on Co Carlow’s granite, this book has
a much wider appeal and will be of value to anyone
interested in the Irish landscape and its built heritage.
Fred Hamond

GENERATIONS: MEMORIES OF THE LEE HYDRO
ELECTRIC SCHEME, COUNTY CORK. Kieran
McCarthy & Seamus O’Donoghue, 2008. €30. ISBN
978-1-84351-139-7. Lilliput Press, Dublin.
This book marks the
50th anniversary of
the opening of the
Lee Valley hydroelectricity scheme by
the Electricity Supply
Board in 1957.
Preliminary
work
began in 1940 but it
was to be another
nine years before all
the surveys were
completed and the
scheme was given
the go-ahead by the
Government of the
day. It entailed the
construction of a
power station near Inniscarra, 4km NW of Ballincollig
and another at Carrigadrohid, 5km west of Coachford.
The creation of the dams resulted in the flooding of
some 40km of the Lee valley between Ballincollig and
Macroom. The social consequences of this are dealt
with in a chapter focusing specifically on the acquisition
of the necessary lands by the ESB and relocation of
families whose houses would be submerged.
The book then moves on to the scheme itself and is
profusely illustrated with photographs taken by the ESB
as the work progresed.
Construction of the 247m (813ft) long reinforcedconcrete Inniscarra Dam began in 1953. It has the
distinction of being the first and only buttress-type dam

Fred Hamond

CROSSING PATHS OR SHARING TRACKS?
FUTURE DIRECTIONS IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
STUDY OF POST-1550 BRITAIN AND IRELAND.
Edited by Audrey Horning and Marilyn Palmer, 2009.
£50. ISBN: 978-1-8438343-4-2. Boydell Press,
Woodbridge, Suffolk.
The impetus for this volume lies in the expansion of
interest in Post-Medieval archaeology in university,
commercial, and voluntary sectors. The study of this
period is a relatively new discipline but, within
archaeology as a whole, it represents one of the fastest
growing areas of study. Archaeologists seek to avoid
the fragmentation of a still small discipline into subfields
such as pre-1750 post-medieval archaeology, post1750 industrial archaeology, or the incorporation of
theory as somehow outside of the purview of the work
of the older organisations. This volume brings together
articles that consider the commonalties between
approaches as well as the unique contributions made by
9

runs for 145km (91mls) from Spencer Dock, Dublin to
Richmond Harbour on the Shannon, via Maynooth and
Mullingar, with 46 locks en route. The next four chapters
recount the background to the canal and its construction
by the Royal Canal Company between 1789 and 1817.
Its eventful working life until its acquisition by the
Midland & Great Western Railway Co in 1845 is then
documented. From then on, its fortunes declined, with
the suspension of passenger boats and the loss of
increasing amounts of freight to the railway. It struggled
on until 1961 when it was officially closed. Subsequent
dewatering and the laying of road culverts across its
bed appeared to seal its fate.
However, thanks to the efforts of the Inland Waterways
Association of Ireland and Royal Canal Amenity Group
(RCAG), with which both the authors were involved, a
consensus gradually emerged that the canal could and
should be restored. The trials and tribulations to get to
that point, as well as the countless hours of voluntary
effort, are vividly recounted by Ian. A turning point came
in 1986 when the canal was transferred from CIÉ to the
OPW. Thereafter, it was ‘full steam ahead’ (so to speak)
on the canal’s restoration and this has since come to
fruition, albeit taking very much longer than the canal’s
original construction. This protracted struggle is
succulently summarised by Charlie Hayden of RCAG:
“We have achieved so much, with so little, for so long,
that we now determine ourselves fully qualified to do
everything with nothing”. This fully referenced book then
concludes with appendixes detailing the Canal
Company’s directors, finances and tonnages carried.
This is an inspirational read and demonstrates in a most
readable way what can be achieved by a few
determined people in turning public opinion and then
persuading politicians and statutory authorities that
‘mission impossible’ is, after all, possible.

members
of
each
organisation towards
the study of the
material heritage of
the post-1550 period.
The chapters in the
volume derive from a
well-attended
threeday conference held at
the
University
of
Leicester in April 2008
and sponsored by the
Society
for
PostMedieval Archaeology,
the Association for
Industrial Archaeology
and the Irish PostMedieval Archaeology Group. The aim of the
discussion-focused conference was to foster enhanced
understanding
and
cooperation
between
the
organisations and their approaches, with in-depth
consideration of the future of the broader field of
historical archaeology. The volume will bring the debate
from the conference to a wider academic, professional,
and vocational audience and, it is anticipated, will act as
a benchmark for future development.
Three of the 29 papers focus on Ireland: ‘Twenty years
a'growing: university-based teaching & research of
Historical Archaeology on the island of Ireland’ by Colin
Breen, ‘Irish post-medieval archaeology: time to lose
our innocence?’ by Tadhg O'Keeffe, and ‘Haulbowline
Island, Cork Harbour, Ireland, c.1816-1832: a new
archaeological perspective on Ireland's coloniality’ by
Colin Rynne.
The advertised price of this stimulating volume is £50
but the publishers are offering it to IHAI members for
£37.50 (a 25% discount), plus £3.00 p&p. To avail of
this offer, write to Boydell & Brewer Ltd, Whitwell
House, St Audry's Park Rd, Melton, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP12 1SY (tel +44 (0)1394-610600), or contact
Sean Andersson at sandersson@boydell.co.uk.

Fred Hamond
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IRELAND’S ROYAL CANAL, 1789-2009. Ruth Delany
& Ian Bath, 2010. €30/£24. ISBN 978-1-84351-162-5.
Lilliput press, Dublin.
This is a revised and
updated edition of the
book of the same
name first published
by Ruth Delany in
1992. The first 12
chapters are virtually
the same as the
original book, but the
last four are up-dates
penned by Ian Bath
who pioneered the
canal’s restoration.
Ruth
begins
her
section of the book
with
a
first-hand
account of her trip
along it in 1955. It

My thanks to Norman Campion, Catherine Casey, Ron
Cox, James Davidson, Ruth Delany, John Gibbons,
Brian Goggins, Michael Grace, Daphne Hamond and
Mary and Paul McMahon for their assistance with this
newsletter. All submissions for the next one will be
gratefully received by the editor at the above address.
Copy deadline is the end of January 2010.
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