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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Brendan Delany 
I welcome this first opportunity to communicate with you 
since being elected President of IHAI at the AGM in 
March. 

My first task is to thank outgoing President Colin Rynne 
for his outstanding commitment and hard work over the 
last three years. It is also an opportune time for me to 
record my thanks and those of all our members to the 
outgoing Executive Committee for their ongoing 
contribution and selfless work, much of which goes 
unseen. A special word of thanks to Ruth Delany, a 
founder member of the association and long-term 
committee member who stepped down from the 
Executive Committee in March, for her wonderful 
contribution not just to IHAI but also to safeguarding and 
celebrating all aspects of our shared heritage and 
history. 

Like many voluntary organisations, IHAI faces 
challenging times ahead. An immediate issue is to see if 
we can increase our membership. We need your help in 
marketing our organisation in a manner that will attract 
new individual members, heritage sites and new 
corporate members. I would urge each of you to take 
opportunities to explain our aims and objectives to any 
potential new members. We will also be making a 
concerted effort to develop and renew links and 
partnerships with relevant sister organisations. 

We intend to maintain our programme of spring and 
autumn tours to industrial sites; we also wish to have 
more talks, lectures and perhaps a film night. Excellent 
work has been done in recent years in developing our 
archive collection and we now need to provide improved 
information for our members on where the material is 
stored and how it can be accessed. We intend to 
improve the design and content of our website and we 
will work to further explore the use of our members 
forum. We aim to provide more guidance notes on the 
principles of industrial conservation as well as 
developing information for our website on industrial sites 
that can be viewed or accessed by members of the 
general public. We also hope to continue to provide 
assistance and advice on a wide variety of industrial 
heritage issues and topics as they arise. 

These are ambitious plans for a voluntary association 
but I am confident that with your full support the 
Executive Committee can take significant steps forward 
to advance these aims. An association is only as good 
as its membership. Let us therefore work together to 
make our association the best in its field. 

 
Brendan Delany 

DIARY DATES 2012 

02/07/12 Newcomen celebration at Straffan 
Steam Museum 

27/07/12 to 
06/08/12 

Jamestown Show & Heritage Festival 

18/08/12 to 
26/08/12 

[RoI] Heritage Week: search events 
on http://tinyurl.com/dykhcd2 

05/10/12 to 
07/10/12 

Proposed (not yet confirmed) dates 
for IHAI weekend tour of industrial 
heritage sites in Co Waterford 

URLS 
To save space, I have shortened all website addresses 
(links, URLs) by converting them to TinyURLs. As the 
diary entries show, TinyURLs are of the form 
http://tinyurl.com/ followed by seven characters. I 
checked all of them to ensure that the TinyURLs 
worked. Where a link leads to a downloadable file, eg a 
PDF, I have shown the file type in square brackets. bjg 

http://tinyurl.com/dykhcd2
http://tinyurl.com/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Ron Cox 
The Annual General Meeting of IHAI Ltd was held on 
Saturday 21 April 2012 at Mossley Mill in 
Newtownabbey, Co Antrim, courtesy of  Newtownabbey 
District Council. The meeting was attended by 19 
members; six guests joined us for the afternoon site 
visits. 

 
Bleach Green: FlexiArch; Derry (rear) and Larne lines [FH] 

Brendan Delany, Archive Heritage Manager at the ESB 
Business Service Centre, Dublin, was elected President 
for a three-year term in succession to Colin Rynne. 
Michael Grace was elected to the annual office of Vice-
President. Ron Cox continues as Secretary and Robert 
Guinness as Treasurer. Dr Dermot O’Dwyer was 
welcomed as a new member of the Executive and 
retiring member, Ruth Delany, was warmly thanked for 
her many years of service to the organisation and for 
her ongoing work in promoting a greater awareness of 
all aspects of our shared heritage. 

The outgoing president, Dr Colin Rynne, welcomed all 
those attending, especially those who had travelled long 
distances. He thanked James Davidson and Fred 
Hamond for arranging the meeting and the afternoon 
tour. He mentioned highlights of the past year, including 
the very successful visit of the AIA to Cork and the tour 
to Ardnacrusha, Allihies and other IH sites in Munster. 

He welcomed the [RoI] ministerial decision to reverse 
the de-listing of the post-medieval industrial heritage 
sites under the National Monuments; the decision 
followed pressure from the IHAI and similar bodies. He 
acknowledged the continuing support from the 
Electricity Supply Board for the annual industrial 
heritage awards and he thanked the outgoing 
committee and the members for their support and 
commitment during his years of office. 

The Company Secretary presented the Report of the 
Executive Committee for 2011–2012 and the members 
adopted the set of audited accounts presented by the 
Treasurer for the year ending 31 December 2011. 

It was agreed that there would be no increase in the 
membership fees for 2013. Members who had not yet 
renewed their membership for 2012 were invited to do 
so as soon as possible. 

Following the formal business of the AGM, Brendan 
Delany presided over a members’ forum. He thanked 

Colin Rynne for expanding the profile of the association 
during his term of office and said that the forthcoming 
booklet on the IH of Ireland would promote appreciation 
of our industrial heritage. 

He also thanked Ron Cox and Robert Guinness for the 
efficient running of the company and Fred Hamond for 
his untiring work with the newsletter, the association's 
flagship and perhaps the most important means of 
communicating with members. 

 
Spades at Patterson's Spade Mill 

Brendan welcomed the formal adoption of The Dublin 
Principles for the Conservation of Industrial 
Heritage Sites, Structures, Areas and Landscapes 
by ICOMOS & TICCEH; he thanked Mary Mc Mahon for 
representing IHAI interests and for her contribution to 
the adoption of the principles. 

Brendan felt that the Executive must focus on a number 
of clear goals, increasing our membership being 
probably the biggest challenge.  

Professor Emeritus Adrian Long gave a short 
presentation on the FlexiArch: we saw an example at 
the Bleach Green railway viaducts during the afternoon. 

 
Professor Adrian Long with a wooden model of the FlexiArch 

After a very pleasant lunch, we received an introduction 
to the Mossley Mill complex and were conducted around 
the fine linen museum. Then it was into the coach for a 
visit to the Bleach Green viaducts and Patterson’s 
Spade Mill: Fred described these sites in the previous 
newsletter (now archived on the web), but some 
photographs are included here. 
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SPRING TOUR OF THE BOYNE & BLACKWATER 
Fred Hamond 
Twenty-three members assembled at Drogheda Station 
on the morning of Saturday 26 May for our annual 
spring tour. After a ten-minute drive, we stopped at the 
first lock on the Boyne Navigation to meet Tommy 
McLoughlin of the Boyne Branch of the Inland 
Waterways Association of Ireland, project manager on 
the lock’s restoration. 

 
Attentive group at first lock [RC] 

The navigation started from Drogheda in 1748 and 
reached Navan, some 30km away, in 1800. Never a 
commercial success, it was acquired by the Navan 
milling firm of John Spicer & Co in 1915, abandoned in 
the 1920s and eventually acquired by An Taisce. 

 
Boyne Navigation: first lock [FH] 

This lock, on the tidal section of the river, was 
completed in 1750, and rebuilt by the Board of Works in 
the 1830s. Tommy and his dedicated crew have cleared 
out the chamber and installed two new sets of gates; it 
will soon be possible to navigate as far as the second 
lock at Oldbridge House. Read more at 
http://tinyurl.com/cp43h3e [PDF]. 

It was only a short drive up to Obelisk Bridge, 39m 
(128ft) long, opened in 1869 to replace a timber bridge 
swept away by floods in 1867. As Ron Cox explained, it 
is an excellent example of a lattice girder bridge, 
supported on ashlar limestone abutments. It was 

prefabricated by the Drogheda iron founders Thomas 
Grendon & Co, floated upriver and then jacked into 
place using the tide. 

 
Obelisk Bridge [FH] 

Slane Mill was our next stop. When opened in 1766, this 
five-storey edifice was the first large-scale merchant mill 
in Ireland and one of the largest industrial buildings of 
its day anywhere in Europe. The incentive to build it was 
the generous bounty offered by the Irish Parliament for 
the milling of wheat and carriage of flour to Dublin. One 
of the men behind it — David Jebb — was also involved 
with the Boyne Navigation, which carried the flour to 
Drogheda. The mill is long gutted of machinery, but is 
well maintained by its owner, Janey Quigley; its ground 
floor is used for wedding receptions. 

 
Slane Mill [FH] 

Rob Goodbody then led us across Slane Bridge. This 
13-arch bridge is one of the longest masonry bridges 
over the Boyne at over 152m (500ft). Many of the two-
centred downstream arches are probably original, the 
upstream side having been widened some time prior to 
the mid-1700s when arches over the mill race and the 
Boyne Navigation were added at its north and south 
ends respectively. Under Rob’s direction, the National 
Roads Authority is currently carrying out repairs. 

On to Navan, where we went walkabout along the 
Boyne Navigation, crossing Ruxton Bridge (built 1792) 
and under Somerville Bridge (also 1792, but lowered in 
1879 and widened in 1936), to inspect the infilled canal 
basin. It was originally intended that the navigation 
would go on to Trim, but money ran out and it didn’t 

http://tinyurl.com/cp43h3e
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progress. We then returned to the coach via New 
Bridge, a six-arch structure of 1756, and Spicer’s Mill. 

 
Ruxton Bridge [FH] 

Passing under the Navan Railway Viaduct, built by the 
Dublin & Drogheda Railway Co in 1853 to extend its 
Drogheda–Navan line to Kells, we arrived at Old Bridge 
Inn for an excellent lunch of soup and sandwiches. 

 
At Kilcarn Bridge [the Old Bridge landlord and Ewan Duffy] 

The Inn is named after Kilcarn Bridge, which formerly 
carried the Dublin–Navan road over the Boyne. The 
original fifteenth-century structure was nine arches long; 
it was subsequently lengthened, partly rebuilt, widened 
and underpinned. Bypassed in 1977 and earmarked for 
demolition, it is now preserved by Meath County Council 
following a local Save the Bridge campaign. 

We then went to Martry Mill, on the River Blackwater 
between Navan and Kells. This is one of Ireland’s few 
surviving commercial flour mills and is owned by James 
Tallon, the fourth generation of his family to operate it; 
he is also Chairman of Mills & Millers of Ireland. 

The mill retains its waterwheel, power transmission 
gearing (in great spurwheel configuration) and three 
sets of millstones. The weir was rebuilt and the 
waterwheel repositioned after OPW's drainage of the 
Blackwater in the 1970s. That proved unsatisfactory, so 
the stones are now operated by an electric motor. 
However, James intends to recommission the wheel 
later this year. 

 
Martry Mill [FH] 

Our final stop of the day was Kells Waterworks, on the 
outskirts of the town, where we were met by Ronnie 
McGrane, Chairman of its Restoration Committee, fresh 
from glad-handing with Maureen O’Hara who was in 
town that day to receive its Honorary Freedom (her 
father was born there). 

The waterworks was opened by Kells Urban District 
Council in 1897 to supply mains water to the townsfolk. 
The water was diverted off the River Blackwater, filtered 
through sand and then pumped up to a storage 
reservoir on the summit of nearby Lloyd Hill. Two 
turbines were originally used to raise the water but were 
superseded by electric ones in 1952. The site closed in 
1980 when a new waterworks was opened at Lough 
Bane, near Oldcastle. 

Realising the heritage value of the site, a group of local 
enthusiasts, with the assistance of the Heritage Council 
and others, restored the turbines and pumps to working 
order. The site reopened to the public for demonstration 
purposes in 2009 and is a credit to all concerned. 

 
Kells Waterworks [FH] 

Thanks to Ron Cox and Rob Goodbody for acting as 
guides, and to Tommy McLoughlin, Janey Quigley, 
James Tallon and Ronnie McGrane for showing us 
around their sites; also to Mullen’s Coaches (Drogheda) 
and the Old Bridge Inn for their excellent service. More 
photographs can be found at http://tinyurl.com/7q6u3u8  

http://tinyurl.com/7q6u3u8
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INDUSTRIAL RAILWAYS 
Andrew Waldron 
It might come as a surprise to some members of the 
IHAI that there is a group of dedicated enthusiasts 
whose sole aim is to record the use of industrial 
railways in Ireland/Northern Ireland, in both their 
historical context and their present form. The group 
comprises four likeminded individuals: Andrew Waldron, 
Danny Sheehan, Andrew Wilson and Ian Biscoe. 

The group was formed around 1982, under the heading 
of the Irish Handbook Team. At the start the members 
hardly knew one another, but since then the four of us 
have become good friends. We are actively involved in 
recording data and building up a historical photographic 
record for a part of the Irish industrial scene, most of 
which has long since vanished into the annals of history. 

Our aim is to record all known uses for these types of 
railways from earliest times to the present day and to 
produce a number of fully illustrated books, including 
maps, covering these railways across the length and 
breadth of the island of Ireland. 

 
Magheramorne BPCM cement quarry 1925 [AW] 

So what should be classed as an industrial railway? 
Ireland, like the UK, once had a vast number of 
industries that used many forms of industrial railways. 
They were used for materials handling in factories, 
quarries, lime works, mines, piers and harbours, 
distilleries, breweries, peat workings, agricultural and 
model farms, bog reclamation, construction ... in fact 
you name it and at one time a small (or in some cases a 
large) internal railway layout once served that purpose. 

To date we have traced in the region of 2,300 separate 
industrial or heritage railways that once served Ireland. 

The range of railways in industry was very wide. Some 
industries had their own locomotives; others used 
horses or mules; some lines were quite short and hand 
pushing was found to suit. In some places the terrain 
dictated the method of haulage: hence incline and 
winch-operated railways were used. Certain railway 
systems had cranes on rails; some were used as 
shunting locomotives. Most locomotives were steam 
powered; a few diesel examples are on record as are, in 
one or two cases, other modes such as electric. 
Tractors once played a small part in extending the life 

for one or two such operations, especially into the 
1950s and 1960s. 

 
Bere Island coal island powered skip 1950s [AW] 

Ireland still has a vast system of industrial railways 
serving the peat industry: Bord na Móna operates the 
largest industrial railway system in Western Europe, 
with over 700 miles of track and a fleet of over 300 
locomotives. Other extant users are the Irish Army, 
private peat industries, saw mills, timber treatment 
plants, engineering works, Waterways Ireland and — 
the latest discovery as per 2011 — a golf club with two 
working passenger-carrying incline railways. The group 
also records the use made where railways are classed 
in the Heritage Railway field and pleasure lines are also 
included. 

We carry out ground research, normally making site 
visits to long-lost industries the length and breadth of 
the island. Some of our research involves picking over 
files held in research institutions or libraries; the internet 
and the web are also key areas for research. In some 
cases extant firms still hold records. 

I must pay homage to the vast number of people who 
have become friends over the years and who regularly 
help with matters arising from our quest for ever more 
information. Talking to other interested groups or 
individuals, people who recall the use of such railways, 
has given us a wealth of background information into a 
great many areas we would otherwise have never 
touched upon. 

So if you think you have something we might be 
interested in, then please let us know: we are all ears! 
Likewise, if you require information or assistance with 
research into industrial railways past or present, please 
contact us: 

 either Andrew Waldron, 1 Hazel Pear Close, 
Horwich, Bolton, Lancashire, BL6 5GS ENGLAND 
andrew.irishrail@btopenworld.com 

 or Danny Sheehan, 19 Landen Road, Co Dublin, tel 
+353 1 626 3350. 

RANKS 
Issue 39 described the Ranks Mills archive and the 
associated exhibition in Limerick. Ron Cox tells us that 
Limerick City Council's publication Ranks: The 
Industrial Heart of Limerick City is available online 
from O'Mahony's bookshop http://tinyurl.com/bpb565f at 
€15. 

mailto:andrew.irishrail@btopenworld.com
http://tinyurl.com/bpb565f


IHAI Newsletter 40 June 2012 page 6 of 8 

PICKING BILBERRIES, FRAOCHÁNS AND WHORTS 
IN IRELAND: THE HUMAN STORY. MICHAEL J. 
CONRY, 780-9535876-5-0. 
Tony Canavan 

 
Blueberries, from pies and muffins to juices and jams, 
are a part of the modern diet largely due to the 
American influence but they were once a staple food in 
Ireland and even exported to Britain. This interesting 
book recalls a lost world of berry pickers, buyers and 
exporters. Ireland has its own variety of blueberry 
known in Irish as fraochán and in English by different 
names in different parts of the country. 

Conry’s book has three sections. The first is a general 
historical and social introduction to the subject, 
beginning with the picking of froacháns in pre-Christian 
Ireland and the development of a trade in berries (I do 
not think it can be classed as an industry) in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The second section 
deals with the picking of berries for export to Britain. 
The industrial revolution created a demand for 
processed foods and bilberries could used in jam, juices 
and pies for example. Large scale picking occurred in 
many parts of Ireland but mainly in the south-east. The 
final section looks at the social and leisure side of berry 
picking from major annual events like Blaeberry Sunday 
to housewives and cooks using it in food preparation. 

However this is primarily an account of the human side 
of bilberry picking and, as well as general oral history 
sources, Conry has the testimony of individuals who 
were involved in the trade. Men, women and children 
were employed picking the fruit. Some were there by 
choice; others were forced by economic necessity or 

cajoled by parents. There is much nostalgia in the book 
but Conry makes it clear that this was back breaking 
work with a lot of hardship involved. No standard 
industry really developed in Ireland. Pickers were 
organised in different ways in different counties and 
used a variety of vessels from old tin cans to 
handwoven baskets to collect the berries, while a similar 
variety of modes of transport was used to get them off 
the mountain and to the buyers. 

The really commercial aspect came in with the buyers 
who paid for the harvest and then sold it on for export to 
Britain. These could be local landowners, like the 
exotically named Count de la Poer, or local 
shopkeepers. The transactions could take place in a 
village hotel or town square. The trade did not last long 
into the twentieth century as the bigger berry from 
America and the southern hemisphere, along with 
industrial scale production, ousted the smaller more 
expensive Irish variety. 

Although largely forgotten by most people today, 
particularly city dwellers, the berry trade was of major 
significance in certain parts of Ireland, contributing 
much needed cash to households and the local 
economy. Conry has does a painstaking job of 
gathering his sources and collecting the reminiscences 
of those actually involved in bilberry picking or buying. 
The result is a detailed book which covers all aspects of 
the trade but is strongest on the human dimension. It is 
a finely produced volume with many photographs, 
convenient maps and a glossary for the uninitiated. 

BALLINCOLLIG GUNPOWDER MILLS 
Cork Screen Commission http://tinyurl.com/cwjrs4k was 
set up by Cork's County and City Councils and by its 
Film Centre to promote film activities in Cork. It has now 
taken over the former (1993–2002) visitors' centre at the 
Ballincollig Gunpowder Mills http://tinyurl.com/chg692g. 

Ballincollig Heritage Association [BHA] reports 
http://tinyurl.com/d2chnpz that the artefacts, interpretive 
panels and blown-up photos http://tinyurl.com/ckfnbuv 
have been removed from the centre. Cork County 
Council will display them on Spike Island in Cork 
Harbour. Jenny Webb, BHA Chair, said: 

Faced with the two immediate options, one to store 
the gunpowder materials indefinitely in County Hall, 
the other to have them displayed properly on Spike 
after ten years of being out of the public domain, we 
have reluctantly had to accept the latter option. We 
have also accepted the necessity of keeping the 
whole collection together rather than putting a few 
items in Ballincollig Library. 

An inventory will be made of all the panels and 
artefacts, which will also be photographed and 
digitised so they can be used in the future. [BHA] will 
ensure that the gunpowder mills site will continue to 
be interpreted through a number of different means. 

BHA regularly leads gunpowder walks through the 
regional park; it hopes that an audio tour will become 
available when the newly developed walking trails have 
been established. 

http://tinyurl.com/cwjrs4k
http://tinyurl.com/chg692g
http://tinyurl.com/d2chnpz
http://tinyurl.com/ckfnbuv
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NEWCOMEN AT STRAFFAN 

 
Steam Museum [RG] 

On Monday 2 July 2012 the Steam Museum at Straffan, 
Co Kildare, is holding a Celebration of Thomas 
Newcomen’s invention and first operation of his 
atmospheric steam engine in 1712. 

The Museum will welcome members of the Newcomen 
Society and volunteers and friends of the Steam 
Museum as well as members of the Industrial Heritage 
Association of Ireland, the Railway Preservation Society 
of Ireland, the Irish Railway Record Society, the Irish 
Steam Preservation Society, the Brighton Toy and 
Model Museum and Mills and Millers of Ireland. 

The Power Hall and Richard Guinness Model Hall, 
constituting the permanent exhibition, will be on display 
with some full-size exhibits in steam. A separate 
exhibition of antique models, to celebrate Newcomen, 
will show a progression from stationary engines 
operating under atmospheric steam through low 
pressure steam and high pressure steam, to the world’s 
first four wheeled self-propelled vehicle. 

 
Smithwicks engine [RG] 

In Leinster House clock house may be seen on request 
a working 1896 Mather and Platt Steam Generating Set 
ordered by the Royal Dublin Society in original livery. 
Also on request may be seen a magnificent 1910 
Mirrlees Bickerton and Day Vertical Blast Injection 
Diesel Engine taken from Bolton Street Institute of 
Technology. The Restoration Section has a fine wrought 
and cast iron waterwheel from Kilkenny, which operated 

in conjunction with the Beam Engine now on display 
here. 

For the first time in Ireland, some of the early stationary 
and road transport models http://tinyurl.com/c523k22 
built by Ron Jarvis (16 December 1911 to 8 February 
2011) will be on shown; from next year they will be on 
permanent display together with his workshop, removed 
from his home at Southwell. On retirement from the 
Admiralty Ron decided to build models of early 
engineering artefacts. 

Each was unusual in its own time and would have been 
forgotten were it not for records in Patent Office and 
Science Museum archives. They include Smeaton’s 
transportable mine pumping engine 1756, Arkwright’s 
spinning and carding machines 1765, Trevithick’s 
London carriage 1802, Watt’s bell crank blowing engine 
1802, Griffith’s steam carriage 1821, Church’s 
Phantasmagorian 1830, engines and paddle wheels for 
the Red Rover steam packet 1832, and a beam engine 
for a West Indian sugar mill 1850. 

The entry charge will be €5.00 per person; a light lunch 
at a light price will be available if booked in advance 
(info@steam-museum.ie or telephone 01 6288412). 
See http://tinyurl.com/cjkv22o for directions and other 
opening times. 

ATLAS OF INGENIOUS IRELAND 

 
According to its website http://tinyurl.com/6btfjhr Dublin 
City of Science 2012 is "a year long celebration of 
science with over 160 events that will showcase the 
best of Irish culture, arts and science." It includes a 
conference called Euroscience Open Forum, which runs 
from 11 to 15 July 2012. 

Dublin City of Science supported the production of the 
online Atlas of Ingenious Ireland, created by Mary 
Mulvihill http://tinyurl.com/6sn7yve and including sixty 
"top places of scientific interest around the country". 
There is an associated Facebook page at 
http://tinyurl.com/74nksk8. 

http://tinyurl.com/c523k22
mailto:info@steam-museum.ie
http://tinyurl.com/cjkv22o
http://tinyurl.com/6btfjhr
http://tinyurl.com/6sn7yve
http://tinyurl.com/74nksk8
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SALLY O'KEEFFE 

 
Sally O'Keeffe under sail (Trea Heapes) 

Almost any nineteenth century account of the Shannon 
Estuary includes mention of a turf boat. Much of 
Limerick's fuel supply came up the estuary by boat, 
notably from Poulnasherry Bay west of Kilrush. 
Sometimes boats returning empty carried limestone 
from around Askeaton; they also carried intrepid tourists 
en route to the new bathing place at Kilrush. That 
passenger traffic provided a basis for the steamers that 
operated from Limerick to Kilrush and Tarbert. 

In their eleventh and final report in 1850, the 
Commissioners for Improving the Navigation of the 
Shannon reported that their works had included 

A small Pier and Landing Quay at Querrin Creek, 
which has fully answered our expectations, and from 
which a considerable traffic has been carried on with 
the city of Limerick, consisting partly in cargoes of 
grain, and partly peat for fuel. The work consisted of 
a pier and wharf of 135 feet in length, having a depth 
of 14 feet at high-water spring-tides. 

Querrin, just outside the entrance of Poulnasherry Bay, 
recorded 194 tons landed in 1849, of which 181 tons 
were turf; 1881.5 tons were loaded, of which 1876 tons 
were turf. The income from quayage, wharfage and 
cranage was £7/15/4. 

 
Under construction 

None of the turf boats remains, but the Seol Sionna 
project at Querrin http://tinyurl.com/cdesyax has 
recently built and launched the Sally O'Keeffe, a 
reproduction Shannon hooker. 

JAMESTOWN, CO LEITRIM 
Jamestown Show & Heritage Festival 
http://tinyurl.com/bpuaf7c will have a large gathering of 
(mostly converted) former Grand Canal and other 
barges. 

IH events include a visit to the Arigna Mining 
Experience http://tinyurl.com/d7a95t5 and a talk on the 
morning of Saturday 4 August by Brian Goggin (of this 
parish) on why cots, rather than barges, were the really 
important boats on Irish inland waterways. 

HERITAGE COUNCIL 
The RoI Heritage Council has published a report on the 
Economic Value of Ireland's Historic Environment 
http://tinyurl.com/bnu2g7l [PDF]. 

The press release http://tinyurl.com/clqdc2o [PDF] says 
that 

Ireland’s historic environment supports over 35,000 
jobs and contributes in the order of €1.5 billion to the 
national economy [...]. 

Under the government's Public Service Reform Plan 
http://tinyurl.com/c5uvtfk [PDF] the Heritage Council is 
one of the "Candidate Bodies for Critical Review by end 
June 2012", with the possibility that its functions will be 
merged into the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht. 

PLAQUES 
Mary Mulvihill draws our attention to the Open Plaques 
website http://tinyurl.com/2a4dagj which documents "the 
historical links between people and places, as recorded 
by [7763] commemorative plaques". There are 143 hits 
for "engineer", 10 for "dublin" and 9 for "belfast". 

OFFICERS & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2012–2013 
Brendan Delany (President), Michael Grace (Vice-
President), Ron Cox info@ihai.ie (Company Secretary 
and Membership Secretary), Robert Guinness 
rcg@steam-museum.ie (Treasurer), Dermot O’Dwyer 
(Minutes Secretary), Brian J Goggin 
bjg@knocknagow.ie (Newsletter Editor) 

Stephanie Bourke, Norman Campion, James Davidson, 
Fred Hamond, Michael Lynch, Ken Mawhinney 
(Archives), Mary McMahon, Paul McMahon, Mary 
Mulvihill, Colin Rynne 

NOTE 
This is the first issue of the newsletter that I have edited 
and I have concentrated on getting the job done rather 
than on innovations in either layout or content. 

However, I would be glad to hear from any readers who 
have comments or suggestions — and I would be 
particularly glad to hear from those who might be willing 
to supply news, write articles, review books or 
contribute photographs. 

bjg 

http://tinyurl.com/cdesyax
http://tinyurl.com/bpuaf7c
http://tinyurl.com/d7a95t5
http://tinyurl.com/bnu2g7l
http://tinyurl.com/clqdc2o
http://tinyurl.com/c5uvtfk
http://tinyurl.com/2a4dagj
mailto:info@ihai.ie
mailto:rcg@steam-museum.ie
mailto:bjg@knocknagow.ie

